
24-page guide to new 
Premier League season 


Historic Premier League debut - see page 3 


Supporting local sport BailyEcho 



joined on a season-long loan 
from QPR, but manager Ronald 
Koeman has confirmed Saints 
still need one more player in 
that position, as they look to 
offset the loss of Toby 
Alderweireld and the long-term 
injury to Florin Gardos. 

Fonte is aware of the 

continued on page 2 


JOSE Fonte believes 
Virgil van Dijk would be 
a quality addition to the 
Saints squad. 

The club have been heavily 
linked with the Celtic centre- 
half this summer, as they look 
to add more depth to the heart 
of their defence. 

Steven Caulker has already 


GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 


INSIDE 



Ex-Saint Dan: 
Why I joined 
Eastleigh: P40 



Hill: Agents are 
just a huge 
pain-P40 



New start for 
Hythe & Dibden 
FC-P5 

































2 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, August 8,2015 


Premier League: Bournemouth 0 Aston Villa 1 


Villans ruin Cherries’ big 



second-half winner to ruin Cherries’ 
big day at the Vitality Stadium. 

Cherries supporters had been hop¬ 
ing to see Eddie Howe’s team kick-off 
their debut season in the Premier 
League with a victory 

And the signs had been encourag¬ 
ing after Cherries had dominated the 
first half and carved out some excel¬ 
lent chances. 

But Gestede, a £6million signing 
from Blackburn last month, had the 
final say when he powered home a 
header 18 minutes from time. 

Boss Howe kept faith with the ma¬ 
jority of the players who had per¬ 
formed superbly to help Cherries 
win the Championship last season. 

And six of the starting line-up - 
including the entire back four - had 
been on the journey from League One 
to the Premier League. 

Cherries enjoyed the better of the 
first half and could count themselves 
unfortunate not to be leading at the 
interval. 

Having dominated possession for 
long periods, Howe’s team created 
three presentable chances in the clos¬ 
ing nine minutes. 

The first fell to Dan Gosling after 
36 minutes, but he scooped his effort 
over the crossbar having seized on 
the loose ball. 

Five minutes later, Southampton- 
born Andrew Surman’s pass from 
deep inside his own half sent Callum 
Wilson racing clear, only for 

Guzan to save with his right boot. 

And in first-half stoppage time, the 
American goalkeeper pulled off a 
top-drawer save to keep out Pugh’s 
thunderous drive. 

Pugh had met a Simon Francis 
knockdown with a fierce right-foot 
volley, only for Guzan to react smart¬ 
ly by beating the ball to safety 

Villa rarely threatened in the first 
half with their only real chance be¬ 
ing a free-kick from Leo Bacuna 
which flicked off the Cherries defen¬ 
sive wall for corner. 

Cherries were indebted to former 
Saints goalkeeper Artur Boruc for 
preventing Villa from making the 





Bournemouth’s Matt Ritchie appears dejected during the Barclays Premier League match at the Vitality 
Stadium, Bournemouth. Inset: Aston Villa’s Rudy Gestede (39) celebrates with team-mate Gabriel Agbonlahor 


breakthrough early in the second 
half. 

A neat cut-back by Agbonlahor 
picked out Idrissa Gueye whose 
fiercely-struck effort was saved low 
down by Boruc with his left hand. 

King made way for Yann Kermor- 
gant eight minutes into the second 
half, while Gestede replaced Jordan 
Ayew for the visitors. 

Gestede fired narrowly past the 
post before a huge roar greeted the 
arrival of Max Gradel who replaced 
Pugh after 68 minutes. 

Gradel made an immediate contri¬ 


bution when his hanging cross to the 
far post was met by Wilson, only for 
his header to be hacked away 
Villa broke the deadlock 18 min¬ 
utes from time when Gestede pow¬ 
ered home a header after meeting 
Ashley Westwood’s corner. 

Despite piling forward in the clos¬ 
ing stages, Cherries were unable to 
fashion an equaliser, although their 
display would have given them heart 
for the rest of the season. 

Cherries: Boruc, Francis, Cook, 
Elphick, Daniels, Ritchie, Gos¬ 
ling (O’Kane, 84), Surman, Pugh 


(Gradel, 68), King (Kermorgant, 
53), Wilson. 

Unused subs: Mings, Smith, 
Distin, Federici. 

Booked: King, Cook, Gosling. 

Villa: Guzan, Bacuna, Richards, 
Clark, Amavi, Veretout (Sanchez, 
71), Gueye, Westwood, Sinclair 
(Richardson, 77), Ayew (Gestede, 
59), Agbonlahor. 

Unused subs: Hutton, Cole, 
Baker, Bunn. 

Booked: Clark, Bacuna, Gueye, 
Westwood. 

Referee: Mark Clattenburg. 


Van Dijk 
praised by 
captain 

from front page 

speculation surrounding Van Dijk, 
and would welcome the 24-year- 
old if he joins. 

“I know he’s a good player,” 
the Saints captain said. “He’s a 
guy that we’ve been linked to, but 
he’s not here yet. 

“But, if he comes, he’ll be 
welcomed, like every other player 
that comes in. 

“If he comes, he’ll add quality 
to the team and even more 
competition at the back, so it will 
be interesting.” 

Fonte lined up alongside 
Caulker in Thursday’s 2-0 Europa 
League win at Vitesse - as 
Saints advanced through the 
third qualifying round 5-0 on 
aggregate. 

They also partnered each 
other during last week’s friendly 
against Espanyol, at St Mary’s, 
with Fonte impressed by what he 
has seen so far. 

“Steven is a great player,” he 
said. 

“He’s still adapting, obviously, 
to the way we play and how we 
do it here. 

“It’s going to take more games 
to get the understanding and the 
habits and routines that we have, 
but it will only come if we play, so 
it’s good that he played another 
90 minutes, we get to know each 
other a little bit better and he’ll 
understand how we do it here. A 
good performance.” 

In the first leg against Vitesse, 
Fonte played alongside Maya 
Yoshida, who was shifted to 
left back in the GelreDome, in 
Arnhem, this week. 

The Saints skipper insists he 
has no preference which of his 
current two fellow centre-backs 
he is partnered with. “No, as long 
as I play I have no problems,” 
said Fonte, smiling. 

Fonte also brushed off a recent 
report that suggested his former 
club, Crystal Palace, wanted to 
re-sign him. 

“It is what it is,” he said. 

“Listen, I have responsibilities 
and I have contract in this club. 

“It’s always flattering to have 
interest from other people, but I 
think it is what it is, like I said.” 



Jose Fonte 



Autumn Gold in 
the Lakes 

Inspiring & breathtaking beauty! 

3 days from £185.00, October 2016 

From the historic streets of Chester to the awesome 
beauty of the Lakes. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• Tour of the Peak District 

• Lake District visit and a trip on the Lakeside & 
Haverthwaite Railway and a cruise on Lake Windermere 

• A visit to Chester 

• Two nights’ dinner, bed and English breakfast 
accommodation at a good hotel 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 

‘Book by 31 August 2015. Please quote code CCHSPEC. £10 reduction is off the price shown above. Offer may 
be withdrawn at any time. 


Reader Offer 


Newmarket 

Holidays 





Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 


Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll510 



These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 































Saturday, August 8,2015 


DAILY ECHO 


3 



Big wins for Winchester and Eastleigh 


Local Football Winchester City Vs Bridgwater Town F.C. 


City’s seventh heaven 


WARREN BENTLEY 
plundered a staggering 
five first-half goals as 
Winchester City announced 
their arrival in the 
Southern One South & West 
with a 7-2 home slaying of 
Bridgwater Town. 

The number plundered 
five the match’s nine goals, 
taken just 42 minutes to 
complete his incredible 
haul. 

It was a dream return 
as a tried and trusted 
combination led to them 
to city the lead just four 
minutes into their Southern 
League return. 

The fourth was a cool 
finish under the keeper 

But, remarkably the next 
name on the scoresheet was 
that man BENTLEY who 
kept a remarkable five goal 
haul in 42-minutes with a 
neatly taken penalty after 
Jake Newton had been 


crudely barged over. 

Bentley could have had 
two more either side of 
Bridgwater replying when 
Somerville could only parry 
the ball into the path of 
JOE BUSHIN who made it 
5-1 at half-time. 

With less than five 
minutes of the second-half 
gone City cruised 6-1 up 
and, by way of a change, 
got a different name on the 
scoresheet. 

Towering midfielder 
George Short surged 
through the middle 
from deep and played an 
excellent ball into Bentley’s 
path. 

Unselfishly the No. 10 
slipped the ball to Zach 
GLASSPOOL, who netted 
from an acute angle. 

With the points seemingly 
in the bag City welcomed 
on Luke Benali, son of 
Saint’s legend Franny. 


Spitfires enjoy a four goal 
romp on opening day 



25 July 2015 - Eastleigh FC V Oxford United pre-season friendly at the Silverlake Stadium - Eastleigh’s James Constable. 


Eastleigh began their season in the 
finest style imaginable, overcoming a 
tenacious, Southport team, to record 
a 4-0 victory on Merseyside. 

Jai Reason broke the deadlock for 
Richard Hill’s side shortly before 
the interval, with Jamie Turley, Ben 
Strevens from the penalty spot and 
substitute James Constable adding 
second-half strikes following the 
dismissal, for an awful tackle on Joe 
Partington, of Amari Jones. 

It was the sort of broiling afternoon 
on Merseyside that had players grab¬ 
bing for drinks bottles by the mid¬ 
way point of the opening half. 

After a number of good chances, 
Eastleigh’s got the breakthrough. 
He collected Drury’s throw into his 
feet, wrestled his way free of the 
clutches of Will Beesley, and away 
from Wright, to send an unerring low 
strike across Coughlin and into the 
bottom left corner of the net.. 

The second-period exploded in the 
most unseemly fashion. Jones lunged 
into an horrific challenge on Parting¬ 
ton, as the Eastleigh player strode 
into the home team’s half. After an 
ensuing delay, which saw Brodie hurl 
himself theatrically to the ground 
following Reason’s hand-off on the 
charging Southport man, Jones was 
red carded, with Reason receiving a 
caution for his involvement - a deci¬ 
sion greeted with howls of derision 
by a furious home support. The home- 
side’s numerical deficiency drew the 
sting from the game, with the visitors 
oozing professionalism, and no little 
style, as they shifted the ball around 
authoritatively. Reason slung in a 
53rd minute left wing corner Turley 
charged in at the back post, rising 
above Foster to direct a header low 


past Coughlin to double the away 
team’s advantage. The “oles” were 
ringing out from a joyous away end 
at Haig Avenue as Odubade’s joy at 
forcing home from Lafayette’s knock¬ 
down was cut-short by a linesman’s 
flag. On 74 minutes, however, the cel¬ 
ebrations among the travelling band 
of Spitfires were for real. Substitute 


Lee Cook,took Drury’s pass, before 
feeding Lafayette to his left in the 
area. As the striker dipped back in 
onto his right foot, defender Matty 
Challoner hung out a leg, sending 
the striker to the deck. Skipper Ben 
Strevensrifled the penalty emphati¬ 
cally into the left of goal, sending 
Coughlin the wrong way in the pro¬ 


cess. Now it was always a case of 
‘how many?’ The answer was four. 
The concluding goal was all the work 
of Cook, dribbling half the length of 
the pitch and then teeing up Consta¬ 
ble, who swept home. 

It was a fitting way to end what was 
a perfect afternoon for Hill and his 
impressive team. 


Spurs fall 
to United 
in opener 


DAVID de Gea watched from 
the stands as Manchester 
United kicked off the Premier 
League season with a narrow 
yet comfortable win over 
Tottenham at Old Trafford. 

Kyle Walker stabbed the 
ball into his own net in the 
22nd minute to hand Louis 
van Gaal’s new-look United 
side a 1-0 win in the first 
match of the campaign. 

United boss Van Gaal 
handed debuts to five players 
in all, including Sergio 
Romero, who started in goal 
after Van Gaal claimed De 
Gea was not able to focus on 
his game following interest 
from Real Madrid. 

Memphis Depay made an 
impressive debut for the Red 
Devils and played a key part 
in the counter that led to the 
goal, which came when 
Walker accidentally prodded 
the ball in as Wayne Rooney 
prepared to shoot. 

Although the margin of 
victory was narrow, United 
barely looked in trouble, 
thanks mainly to Tottenham’s 
lack of a drive in midfield, 
which left Harry Kane starved 
of service up front. 



Kane & Shaw battle 

Dream for 
Ranieri 


A FIRST-half blitz from 
Leicester blew away 
Sunderland to hand new boss 
Claudio Ranieri a dream 
start. 

Riyad Mahrez’s double and 
Jamie Vardy’s opener earned 
the Foxes an easy 4-2 win 
over the wretched Black Cats. 

England striker Vardy’s 
header and Mahrez’s brace, 
one coming from the penalty 
spot, put Leicester in 
complete control after just 25 
minutes. 

Jermain Defoe pulled one 
back but Marc Albrighton 
ended the contest with the 
Foxes’ fourth, even though 
Steven Fletcher made it 4-2. 

The win gave Ranieri, who 
replaced former Saints boss 
Nigel Pearson in the summer, 
his first win in charge in his 
first Premier League game in 
11 years. 
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1 il A I I I— and football knowledge and is 

A m k I open to readers of the competitor whose cross is nearest 


THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£49,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

gmM 0k gk 0k noaroct prizes of £15 each week 

m~ *B lg MM ig IHilreSl 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I I II II I m CC 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

Ar 0L I ■ IIIIII 111 - 10 for Dorset Echo 

Ul m ■ | WWW prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 
20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, 

Dorset Echos, Brighton Argus and 
Sunday Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 

.■k. 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 



Winners 


Competition number S30 


JACKPOT WINNER no 


WINNER 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Mrs A Lashmar, Southampton, Hants 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


G Jessup, Southampton, Hants 
J Bath, Southampton, Hants 
J Blakely, Southampton, Hants 
S Brine, Romsey, Hants 
L Burgess, Totton, Hants 
K Fenn, Poole, Dorset 
B Lawrence, Southampton, Hants 
C Lock, Everton, Hants 
N Martin, Chandlers Ford, Hants 
W McDonald, Southampton, Hants 


L Moule, Southampton, Hants 
R Plank, Hythe, Hants 
M Pycroft, Fordingbridge, Hants 
D Rogers, Southampton, Hants 
G Salter, Southampton, Hants 
K Smith, Southampton, Hants 
K Smith, West End, Hants 
G Taylor, Southampton, Hants 
V Wargent, Eastleigh, Hants 
N Warren, Sherfield English, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 



SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 



Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

A list of participating 


Please use black/blue ink and capitals 


8 August, 2015 


TITLE 

FIRST NAME 

SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


□ MR □ MRS □ MISS □ MS 


POSTCODE 


DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


L 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Dally Echo? 


Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 


n 

60 

GROSSES 1 

125 1 

u 

GROSSES 1 

200 1 
GROSSES 1 

□ 

325 1 

□ 

grosses! 


450 | 

□ 

grosses! 


published in the Echos 
on the first Saturday of 
each month 


CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 


WEEK 


Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

Newspaper 
House, 
Test Lane, 
Southampton 
S016 9JX 
Cheques payable 
to newsquest 


□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT □ YES □ NO 
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Non league FOOT 



Coles and Dove step in after departure of Creeksiders’ boss Parr 


MATT Parr this week stepped down 
as manager of Fareham Town end¬ 
ing a six-and-a-half-year reign at the 
Cams Alders. 

For the majority of those seasons 
the Creeksiders achieved a healthy 
top-half finish in the Sydenhams 
Premier Division. 

But the cash-strapped club had 
more of a struggle last term, just 
about managing to stay up after a 
tense three-way battle with Totton & 
Eling and Christchurch. 


The fight went right down to the 
wire with a 1-0 win at Andover Town 
on the final day of the campaign se¬ 
curing Fareham’s survival. 

Parr’s departure came with just 
three days to go before Town kicked 
off the new season at Hamworthy 
United this afternoon. 

It was not ideal timing but, with 
work commitments piling up, the for¬ 
mer Locks Heath and Hayling Unit¬ 
ed boss felt he had no option but to 
resign. 


A FTFC statement explained: “Matt 
has recently started a new job which 
has meant his presence at training 
and games during pre-season has 
been limited. 

“It became clear last week that this 
was likely to continue and he felt he 
had no other option in the best in¬ 
terests of the club other than to step 
down. 

“The club would like to thank Matt 
for all his hard work and dedication 
in trying to make his home town club 


a force in the Sydenhams League 
whilst working within tight financial 
controls. We wish him well for the 
future.” 

In the short-term, Parr’s right-hand 
man Shaun Coles and Howard Dove 
have been placed in control of team 
matters, but the Reds will not hang 
around appointing a new boss. 

“We have a busy early-season pro¬ 
gramme... we are aiming to appoint 
Matt’s successor within the next few 
weeks,” the club stated. 


Hythe praise league help for 
making dream goal a reality 


£100k overhaul 
to ground meets 
Premier criteria 



Julian Lewis MP cuts the ribbon to officially open Hythe & Dibden’s new home at Clayfields 


HYTHE & Dibden chairman 
Dave Cox has thanked the 
Premier League for helping 
to make the Watersiders’ 
dreams come true. 

With the aid of a £70,546 grant, 
through the Football Stadia Im¬ 
provement Fund, Hythe unveiled 
£101,046-worth of improvements at 
their new Clayfields home at the 
grand opening last Friday 

The bulk of the money went to¬ 
wards installing new floodlights, 
boundary fencing, a pitch perimeter 
barrier and dugouts at Clayfields fol¬ 
lowing H&D’s relocation from their 
old Ewart Recreation Ground base. 

Hythe’s old Jones Lane home did 
not meet the Football Association’s 
ground grading criteria, but the 
new facilities will ensure the club 
can fulfil all requirements for the 
Sydenhams Wessex Division One 
and the leagues immediately above. 


Extra income 

Additionally the Watersiders plan 
to generate extra income through 
the hire of the venue on non-match 
days and running tournaments at the 
ground. 

Saluting the Premier League’s in¬ 
put, H&D chairman Cox said: “The 
funding from the FSIF will make a 
huge difference to the club. 

“The floodlights will extend our 
hours of play and our new home 
ground is a much safer and well- 
structured place for our players to 
train and play matches. 

“The FSIF have helped Hythe & 
Dibden to look towards progressing 
as a team thanks to their generous 
funding and help with our ground.” 

Special guests at the grand Clay¬ 
fields opening included The Right 
Honourable Dr Julian Lewis, MP for 
New Forest East. 

He said: “I was delighted to attend 


the opening of Hythe & Dibden’s 
ground improvements. 

“The upgraded facilities will be of 
tremendous benefit to both players 
and spectators and will enable the 
club to go from strength to strength. 

“It is great to see how funding from 
the Premier League, through the 
FSIF, is being used in my constitu¬ 
ency to improve the game for clubs 
like Hythe & Dibden and to support 
the growth and development of clubs 
throughout the National Football 
League system. 

“Huge credit should be given to 
Hythe & Dibden and the FSIF for the 
effort and hard work they have put 


into making these changes happen. 

“Iam very much looking forward 
to seeing how these quality facilities 
will enable the club to progress at 
their Clayfields home.” 

Delighted 

Peter McCormick OBE, chairman 
of the FSIF, added: “I am delighted 
that the ground improvement works 
at Hythe & Dibden’s new home have 
now been completed. 

“The improvements will ensure 
the club can progress through the 
National League System without fear 


of falling foul of the FA national 
ground grading criteria. 

“I am very proud that the Pre¬ 
mier League, through the FSIF, have 
helped the club to reach this stage.” 

The opening of Clayfields was 
marked by a friendly against neigh¬ 
bours Fawley AFC which ended 2-2 
at full-time and was won by Hythe on 
penalties. 

Cox beamed: “It was a fantastic 
night. 

“We had about 300 people turn up. 

“We’d like to make it a proper an¬ 
nual tournament and play for a cup 
to add a bit of edge to it.” 


‘Port sign 
assistant 

RECENTLY appointed 
Newport boss Andy Sampson 
has named his right-hand 
man. 

Sampson will be assisted at 
the Sydenhams Premier 
Division club by former 
reserve team boss Stewart 
Shepherd. 

A club statement said: 
“Stewart has a wealth of 
footballing knowledge, not 
only of the Newport reserves 
squad but also Island football 
in general. 

“He will be a welcome 
addition to the restructuring 
process taking place at St 
George’s Park.” 

FAREHAM Town’s under- 
18s need new faces for the 
2015/16 season. 

The side compete in the 
Hampshire Youth League on 
Sundays (2pm) and also in a 
number of knockout 
competitions, including the 
FA Youth Cup. 

Training takes place on 
Thursday evenings at Cams 
Alders and players must be 
aged 18 or under on August 
31,2015. 

Please contact Pete 
Robinson at pcrobinson@ 
ntlworld.com or Gavin 
Bedford at gavin.bedford@ 
hotmail.com 

PROMOTED Sydenhams 
Premier Division champions 
Petersfield Town have 
signed two players on dual 
registration from Havant & 
Waterlooville. 

Goalkeeper Charlie Searle 
and young goalscorer Jake 
Gale are both on board for 
Town’s debut season in the 
Southern League Division 
One Central. 

Searle has been part of the 
Hawks’ first-team squad in 
recent seasons. 

He has been acting as back¬ 
up to regular goalkeeper and 
the club’s captain Ryan 
Young. 

Gale has netted goals for 
fun at youth level and 
Petersfield are hoping that 
natural scoring instinct can 
be carried into senior 
football. 

“The club are pleased to 
continue their healthy 
partnership with the Hawks 
and hope this relationship is 
beneficial to both clubs,” said 
a Petersfield spokesman. 

FORMER AFC Totton boss 
Steve Riley has picked up his 
first piece of silverware since 
returning to Bashley. 

The Foresters edged 
neighbours New Milton Town 
1-0 in the annual David Jose 
Memorial Trophy. 

Clive Makoni scored the 
only goal of the match on 37 
minutes in front of a crowd of 
124. 

New Milton almost levelled 
with four minutes remaining 
when Rob Woolner rattled the 
crossbar from 20 yards. 
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Poore ‘nearly had a heart attack’ after bulletin error 


IT’S not often the Sydenhams Wessex 
League bulletin makes you heart skip 
a beat, but this week’s edition certainly 
had Verwood Town boss Carl Poore hot 
under the collar. 

The league’s official weekly round-up 
listed Potters player/assistant manager 
Matt Groves - the former Eastleigh strik¬ 
er, pictured left (red) - as a new signing 
for rivals Hamworthy United. 

“I nearly had a heart attack,” said the 
Verwood boss. “I’ve only just made him 
my assistant so I couldn’t believe my 


eyes. I sent him a message straight away 
and, thankfully, he was adamant it was 
definitely not him.” 

The Potters had mixed player news 
heading into today’s league curtain rais¬ 
er at Newport IoW 

Striker Jack Swann has penned fresh 
terms at Potterne Park, but full-back 
Josh Buck - dual-registered from Poole 
Town last term - has opted to gain ex¬ 
perience with SWL title hopefuls Black- 
field & Langley. 

“Blackfield offered Josh something we 


couldn’t, so we were resigned to losing 
him from the moment they showed an 
interest,” Poore explained. 

• SALISBURY’S FA Vase first quali¬ 
fying round tie against Wincanton 
Town on Saturday, September 5 has 
been switched to the Raymond McEn- 
hill Stadium. Steve Claridge’s Whites 
were originally drawn at the Wincan¬ 
ton Sports Ground for their debut in 
the competition. But the FA granted the 
home side’s request to switch as their 
ground is unavailable that day 


Fawley stick with youth as 
they prepare for the season 



The Earl brothers of Fawley football and cricket: Kieran (left), Callum (centre) and Elliot (right). Photo by Mike Vimpany. 


Club focus on the 
development of 
players from area 

FAWLEY AFC have lowered 
the age of their already 
youthful squad for the new 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
season. 

With the exception of Bemerton- 
bound goalkeeper Joe Prodomo, 
the Oilers have retained all of last 
terms’s playing personnel and added 
four young guns to the mix. 

Keeper Michael Edgar has joined 
from Lymington Town, left-sided 
midfielder George Pooley comes in 
from AFC Totton reserves and local 
lads Damian Davies and Shane Lamb 
have taken the step up from Sunday 
football. 

Fawley’s divisional rivals Folland 
Sports recently underwent a swift 
change of summer manager because 
they felt the squad being assembled 
was too young to handle the hard 
knocks of the Wessex League. 

But Fawley boss Richie Coxall said: 
“We’re going the opposite way We 
need to make sure we’ve got the best 
young players in our area. We don’t 
necessarily want players from out¬ 
side the area unless they fit in with 
the culture of the club. 

Youngsters 

“As long as we’ve got a crop of 
youngsters prepared to stick togeth¬ 
er and develop together, that’s all we 
want. This club relies on its young¬ 
sters and it’s all about on-going devel¬ 
opment.” 

With last year’s player/co-manager 
Callum Earl focused on cricket and 


his forthcoming wedding, Darren 
Sayer has returned from Blackfield & 
Langley as Coxall’s No2. 

Paul Carr, Coxall’s assistant when 
the club were promoted from Wessex 
One, is now head coach, while Lee 
Shepherd and Sam Burrow will con¬ 
tinue running the reserves. 

The Oilers finished 17th in 2014/15 
and any improvement this time 
round would be deemed a success. 

“We’ve got a squad of 18/19 players 
all capable of playing at this level. It 
gives us a selection problem which is 
nice to have,” smiled Coxall. 

“It’s important we make a posi¬ 
tive start against teams who, with 


respect, will be in and around where 
we are. We’ve got to win our own divi¬ 
sion.” 

Unfortunately Earl’s upcoming 
stag do coincides with the FA Cup ex¬ 
tra preliminary round, taking sever¬ 
al players and club officials out of the 
equation for the trip to Bristol-based 
Almondsbury UWE next Saturday. 

Cricket 

“It looks as though we may be send¬ 
ing Darren (Sayer) and some reserve 
team players down to Bristol,” said 
Coxall. 


Earl will not be back at the club un¬ 
til after his honeymoon and Coxall is 
not yet sure what role he will fill. 

“At the moment Callum is focused 
on cricket and getting married in 
September, but he will return in 
some capacity in October,” said the 
boss. “He’s only 30 so I’m hoping he 
will still want to play, but he will 
have some sort of managerial role.” 

Earl’s two brothers, Elliot and Ki¬ 
eran - also keen cricketers - have re¬ 
signed for the new campaign. 

“But Elliott is still a few weeks 
away from fitness having only just 
had the pins removed following a 
knee operation.” 


Town hero 
to return 

ANDOVER Town have welcomed 
a popular figure back to the 
Portway in the shape of former 
Lions and New Street star Bobby 
Swayne. 

The vocal defender and 
former Lions skipper has been 
working overseas in the last few 
years, but he is ready to make a 
return to the Sydehams Premier 
Division. 

Swayne is something of a 
hero from his Andover FC days 
and Town boss Neil Benson 
acknowledged: “It’s great to have 
him on board. 

“He will bring much-needed 
experience, undoubted quality 
and leadership to the side. 

“Having already played in a 
preseason game, it seems by 
the fans’ reaction he will be a 
favourite at the club.” 

The busy Benson has also 
recruited former AFC Totton and 
Alresford Town striker Suhael 
Odeh. 

The powerful targetman 
made over 70 appearances 
for Alresford, 41 of which were 
during the club’s SWL runners-up 
season of 2013/14. 

Benson said: “Suhael’s got so 
much power and willingness to 
chase down everything. 

“He works extremely hard for 
his team and I know he will be a 
real asset to the club.” 

Odeh may well be partnered 
up top by fellow new signing 
Sam Pekun, a hard-working 
former Hamworthy United 
frontrunner who played 41 games 
for Bournemouth Poppies last 
term, netting 11 goals. 

Town have also welcomed 
in attacking midfielder James 
Jennings, a Portsmouth academy 
graduate who has more recently 
played for AFC Totton in the 
Southern League. 

Benson believes the pacy 
Pekun will be a real handful for 
defenders. 

“He is well-known in the 
Bournemouth area as well as 
in the Hampshire and Wessex 
Leagues,” he said. 

“He is a very exciting, skilful 
player with plenty of pace. 

“I know he will give some of 
our opposition defenders some 
tough games, so that was an 
exciting signing.” 

Benson is feeling positive for 
the new season. 

“We want to take the club to 
the next level, but with those kind 
of signings comes a financial 
element,” he said. 

“Our sponsors Premier 
Coatings have been really 
supportive and we are hoping 
to bring in more people that are 
like that.” 



Bobby Swayne 
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Prospects 


Compiled by 
Jim van Wijk 



ARSENAL 

Arsene Wenger’s side may 
have failed to close the gap on 
Chelsea and Manchester City, 
but their form over the run-in 
was impressive and culminated 
in the FA Cup final demolition 
of Aston Villa to retain the 
trophy. The addition of a top 
keeper in Petr Cech has 
renewed belief 2015-16 will 
see the Gunners finally mount a 
long overdue title challenge. 

PAGE 9 



ASTON VILLA 

While Villa saw an upturn in 
fortunes after Tim Sherwood 
replaced Paul Lambert, they 
only just stayed up and fell 
apart on their return to 
Wembley, having peaked 
against Liverpool for the 
semi-final. The bigger test of 
Sherwood’s abilities come in 
coping with the departure of 
Christian Benteke - with his 
striking replacement Jordan 
Ayew required to hit the 
ground running. 

PAGE 22 



BOURNEMOUTH 

The Cherries were the pick of 
the Championship last season, 
holding their nerve in one of 
the tightest promotion races to 
claim a top-flight place for the 
first time. Manager Eddie 
Howe, though, faces his biggest 
challenge yet in keeping the 
club from being a one-season 
wonder. Whatever the results, 
fans will enjoy themselves - 
and Bournemouth may just 
give one or two big boys a 
bloody nose along the way. 

PAGE 15 



CHELSEA 


Jose Mourinho’s side had their 
style critics last season, but you 
could not argue with results as 
consistency was rewarded with 
the title to add to the Capital 
One Cup. The decision to allow 
Cech to join Arsenal was made 
reluctantly, amid concerns it 
could come back to haunt them 
in May. Mourinho, though, is 
confident he can get the best 
out of Manchester United misfit 
Radamel Falcao as he again 
begins life without Didier 
Drogba. Much will depend on 
the challenge from domestic 
rivals, and what the Champions 
League takes out of the squad. 

PAGES 12-13 



CRYSTAL PALACE 

Alan Pardew’s stock continued 
to rise following an impressive 
spell after moving to Palace 
from Newcastle in January, as 
the Eagles soared away from 
the relegation zone into 
mid-table security. They will 
now look to push on again to 
cement their place in the 
Premier League establishment, 
following a club-record 
summer signing and important 
infrastructure development. 

PAGE 17 



EVERTON 


Roberto Martinez will want to 
avoid a topsy-turvy campaign 
like last season, which saw 
progress in the Europa League 
but shortcomings domestically. 
With no major summer 
overhaul required, Everton 
should be able to build on what 
was a positive final couple of 
months and again look to break 
back into the top eight. 

PAGE 18 



LEICESTER CITY 

After looking certainties for 
relegation last season, Nigel 
Pearson rallied his troops to 
produce a remarkable escape 
after seven wins from the last 
nine matches and finish well 
clear of danger. There remained 
tensions behind the scenes, 
however, which resulted in a 
summer of change. The Thai 
owners will now look to new 
boss Claudio Ranieri for a 
period of sustainability in the 
top flight. The Tinkerman may 
be tempted to make changes, 
but has inherited a squad 
battle-hardened for the 
challenges ahead over what 
looks set to be a tough season. 

PAGE 20 



LIVERPOOL 


Beleaguered boss Brendan 
Rodgers will be hoping his 
squad can put their 
inconsistencies of last season 
behind them, not to mention the 
Raheem Sterling transfer saga. 
Liverpool did a lot of their 
transfer business early, with 
some sound additions, and if 
Daniel Sturridge can find a run 
of fitness to hit the goal trail 
then that should keep them 
moving back towards the top 
four again as they begin life 
without Steven Gerrard. 

PAGE 10 




LEFT: Raheem Sterling 
was subject of the main 
summer transfer saga 

ABOVE: Steven Nzonzi 
will be a big loss to Stoke 

RIGHT: Troy Deeney must 
transfer his prolific 
scoring to the top flight 



MANCHESTER CITY 

While last season’s runners-up 
spot and shortcomings in 
Europe may have been viewed 
as a backward step, manager 
Manuel Pellegrini shows no 
signs of hitting the panic button 
despite knowing expectations. 
More summer signings, 
including finally landing 
Raheem Sterling, signalled the 
intent at the Etihad to remain 
very much in the title race. 

PAGE 7 



MANCHESTER UNITED 

United fans will be hoping this 
season will see Louis van 
Gaal’s impact come to real 
fruition after inconsistencies as 
they eventually returned into 
the top four. The squad has 
been boosted by some 
high-calibre players who will 
need to hit the ground running 
to continue the Dutchman’s 
rebuilding programme. 

PAGE 6 



NEWCASTLE UNITED 

After the trials and tribulations 
of last season’s turbulent ride, 
everyone from the dugout to 
the boardroom will be hoping 
for a smoother campaign. New 
manager Steve McClaren still 
has a point to prove after 
failing to take Derby back into 
the top flight and, for now at 
least, the former England boss 
appears to have the full support 
of owner Mike Ashley’s 
chequebook. How long that 
lasts should results on the pitch 
not follow is open for debate. 

PAGE 11 



NORWICH CITY 

Alex Neil led a superb run of 
form after taking charge in 
January, culminating in victory 
against Middlesbrough in the 
Championship play-off final. 
The former Hamilton player- 
manager’s biggest test awaits, 
though, as he now goes up 
against the elite coaches of 
English football. Norwich 
made some sensible additions 
to an already strong squad, 
which should just about 
have enough about them to 
keep afloat at the top level. 

PAGE 14 



SOUTHAMPTON 

Saints punched above their 
weight last season and capped a 
fine campaign with a well- 
deserved European place. 
Ronald Koeman has set the bar 
high. Despite losing Nathaniel 
Clyne and Morgan 
Schneiderlein, they still have 
enough quality to ensure 
another positive campaign. 

PAGE 17 



STOKE CITY 

Stoke again continue to 
progress under Mark Hughes, 
with another top-10 finish last 
seaosn. Plenty of comings and 
goings should freshen up the 
squad for the new campaign, 
which is likely to see more 
forward thinking, rather than 
scrapping for results. Steven 
Nzonzi is a big loss, but the 
return of Bojan Krkic from 
injury should add a big dash of 
quality to Hughes’ side. 

PAGE 21 



SUNDERLAND 

Sunderland fans are probably 
still trying to work out just how 
Dick Advocaat managed to 
keep them up last season. But, 
after surviving, nobody at the 
Stadium of Light will want to 
go through such drama again. 
Having finally persuaded the 
Dutchman - and, just as 
importantly, his wife - to 
return to Wearside, expect his 
impact to make Sunderland a 
hard-to-beat unit once more. 

PAGE 18 



SWANSEA CITY 

The jury may have still been 
out on Garry Monk at the start 
of last season, but the rookie 
manager delivered a positive 
campaign to move the Welsh 
club a step closer to becoming 
an established part of the top 
flight. However, the hard work 
must continue if they are to 
secure what would be another 
remarkable mid-table finish. 

PAGE 22 



TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 

Despite the disappointment of 
again failing to break back into 
the Champions League, Spurs 
continue to think big. Mauricio 
Pochettino has again been 
backed in the summer transfer 
market, and stiffening his 
defence must be a priority. With 
the prospect of a stadium 
redevelopment on the horizon, 
the watchful eye of Daniel 
Levy will be expecting to 
close the discernible gap to 
the top four, and fast. 

PAGE 8 



WATFORD 

Despite all of their managerial 
changes, Watford secured a 
long-awaited return to the top 
flight on the back of some 
impressive attacking displays. 
The likes of Troy Deeney and 
Matej Vydra will have to now 
step up a level if they are to 
find their feet in the top flight 
- so will new boss Enrique 
Sanchez, if he is to vindicate 
the club’s constant chopping 
and changing. 

PAGE 14 



WEST BROM 


Parachuting Tony Pulis into the 
hotseat at the start of the year 
had the desired impact as they 
kept themselves clear of any 
late-season relegation drama. 
The Baggies will be well- 
organised for the new 
campaign, criticism of training 
methods notwithstanding, and 
should expect to be moving 
up the table under Pulis’ 
meticulous guidance. 

PAGE 21 



WEST HAM UNITED 

With Sam Allardyce replaced 
by Slaven Bilic, the club are 
confident they have the right 
man to lead them on into the 
Olympic Stadium. The former 
Hammers defender will have 
the crowd on his side, for the 
first few months at least. But, 
just like Big Sam, the Croatian 
could soon find himself up 
against the Boleyn Ground 
faithful should things not go to 
plan in their last season there. 
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Preview 



Premier League stars 
watch this season: 4-5 



Chelsea manager Jose 
Mourinho and (right, from 
top) his principal rivals, 
Manuel Pellegrini of 
Manchester City, Arsenal 
boss Arsene Wenger and 
Manchester United 
manager Louis van Gaal 
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Mourinho v the rest 


WHEN hundreds of millions of 
pounds have been spent and the 
football transfer window shuts on 
September 1, the battle for the Premier 
League title will doubtless hinge once 
more on the words of would-be 
footballing philosopher Jose 
Mourinho. 

“The reality is always the reality,” 
the Chelsea manager told those who 
accused him of negative tactics last 
year. “A team that doesn’t defend well 
doesn’t have many chances to win. 

“A team that doesn’t score lots of 
goals, if it concedes lots of goals, is 
completely in trouble. A team without 
balance is not a team.” 

The cheque-book does not guarantee 
balance, but it does create the 
opportunity for rapid progress, and 
that is what Manchester United fans 
will be hoping for this season after 
manager Louis van Gaal’s decisive 
foray into the transfer market. 

Can the presence of Bastian 
Schweinsteiger, Morgan Schneiderlin, 
Memphis Depay and Matteo Darmian 
at Old Trafford close the 17-point gulf 
which separated fourth-placed United 
from champions Chelsea last season? 

Is Raheem Sterling good value for 
moneybags Manchester City at £49m, 
or potentially the biggest waste of 
money in Premier League history? 

Have Liverpool used the Sterling 
cash wisely or will signing useful but 
hardly extraordinary players such as 


by Frank Malley 


Danny Ings, James Milner and 
Nathaniel Clyne see them occupy 
another ordinary position in the table? 

Will Arsenal kick on from a season 
in which they defended their PA Cup 
crown successfully playing fluid, at 
times mesmerising, football to mount 
a serious challenge for the title? 

All pertinent questions, but the 
stirrings at Old Trafford are perhaps 
most intriguing. 

Prising Schweinsteiger from Bayern 
Munich is a statement. True, he is 
31 and a shade past his prime, but 
he is a World Cup and Champions 
League winner and a man with eight 
Bundesliga winners’ medals in his 
cabinet. He is a big character with a 
winning mentality, a quality in short 
supply at Old Trafford since Sir Alex 
Perguson retired two seasons ago. 

The fact is, Perguson should have 
paid whatever it took to bring 
Schweinsteiger or someone like him to 
United five years ago, rather than 
getting by on the last creative 
splutterings of an ageing Paul Scholes. 

It is a shrewd move from Van Gaal, 
made even tastier by the acquisition of 
Schneiderlin, who could supply the 
energy and verve in a midfield 
containing Michael Carrick which will 
not be short of passing precision and 
creative drive. Depay, meanwhile, is a 
21-year-old winger who arrives with 


ft 

Prising Bastian 
Sch weinsteiger 
from Bayern Munich 
is a statement. He 
is a big character 
with a winning 
mentality, a quality 
in short supply 
at Old Trafford 
since Sir Alex 
Ferguson retired 
two seasons ago 


accolades from the Dutch league, 
where he was the brightest talent last 
season with 25 goals from 37 games. 
His biggest challenge could be dealing 
with the expectation that here is a new 
Cristiano Ronaldo. Depay says: “I am 
excited about coming here to do my 
job and score goals. I am a striker, so 
I have to score goals.” 

The same could be said of Sterling, 
whose most troublesome burden could 
be that £49m price tag. There is no 
doubt 20-year-old Sterling is a 
precocious talent, but to justify money 
beyond reason he has to prove that 
more consistently and intelligently 
than he has done so far for Liverpool 
and England. The good news is that 
lining up with the likes of Sergio 
Aguero, David Silva and Yaya Toure 
might just complete his footballing 
education in double-quick time. 

Lor Arsenal fans, the main hope is 
that injury-prone Theo Walcott, 

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain and Jack 
Wilshere can stay fit and that the 
acquisition of keeper Petr Cech from 
Chelsea can help deliver the defensive 
confidence and organisation that 
has eluded them for a decade. 

Yet for all the merry-go-round, 
some things tend not to change. The 
chances are that the promoted clubs, 
Bournemouth, Watford and Norwich, 
wifi struggle to survive more than one 
season, although the energy and 
tactical nous of the youthful 


managerial team led by Eddie Howe at 
Bournemouth could be one to watch. 

Leicester fans should not expect too 
much either following the sacking of 
Nigel Pearson and installation of 
former Chelsea boss Claudio Ranieri. 

When it comes to creating the 
balance required to deliver one of 
football’s greatest prizes, however, it 
is difficult to see farther than 
Mourinho, whose Chelsea team won at 
a canter last season and whose squad 
wifi be battle-hardened for it. 

Much depends on John Terry having 
another imperious season at the heart 
of defence and Eden Hazard recreating 
the form which brought him Player of 
the Year accolades. Yet there is so 
much world-class talent in support, not 
least Cesc Labregas and Ramires in 
midfield, Diego Costa up front and 
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois. 

Mourinho has assembled a squad for 
whom winning, not entertaining, is 
paramount, although that particular 
criticism is overplayed. Chelsea scored 
73 goals last season, a figure eclipsed 
only by the 83 of Manchester City. 
Chelsea conceded 32 goals, the fewest 
in the Premier League. 

The truth is that not much has 
changed at Stamford Bridge over the 
summer to suggest Chelsea do not 
have supreme quality at both ends of 
the pitch as well as in the manager’s 
office. That sounds like the perfect 
balance for another champion season. 
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10 stars to watch 





Emirates 


Alexis Sanchez 
(Arsenal) 

Sits out start of the 
season after guiding 
Chile to their first-ever 
Copa America title, and 
Arsenal fans will be 
counting down the days 
to his return after his 
incredible impact last 
term. The 26-year-old 
scored 25 goals 
following his switch 
from Barcelona as he 
helped Arsenal retain 
the FA Cup and hint at 
even better things to 
come in north London. 


Eden Hazard (Chelsea) 

Stood tall among his peers last season when he 
scooped both the PFA and Football Writers’ 
Association Player of the Year awards. Hazard’s goals 
and assists fired Chelsea to title glory and he has the 
ability to test any defence. The Belgium international’s 
next challenge is to take his game to the level of 
Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi. 


v ^ 


Jordan 

Henderson 

(Liverpool) 

Shouldering the burden 
of extra responsibility 
following the departure 
of Liverpool stalwart 
Steven Gerrard to the 
MLS. The England 
midfielder has taken 
over the captain’s 
armband at Anfield, 
but is among the 
Premier League’s most 
improved players in 
recent years and has 
shown real signs 
that he is capable of 
leading from the front. 


Fabian Delph 
(Man City) 


The England 
international did a 
remarkable about-turn 
during the summer, first 
turning down a move to 
the Etihad Stadium and 
insisting he would stay 
with Aston Villa but 
then changing his mind 
to sign for Manchester 
City after all. A 
box-to-box player who 
provides aggression, 
energy and passing 
ability, but the 25-year- 
old must add more 
goals to his game. 




MTlfny/Ss« 


Petr Cech 
(Arsenal) 


Moved across London 
in a high-profile 
ElOmillion deal from 
Chelsea and the 
33-year-old goalkeeper 
could prove to be what 
was missing for a 
sustainable Arsenal 
title challenge. Brings 
over a decade of 
Premier League 
experience and a 
winning mentality to 
the Emirates and the 
Gunners’ defence 
should benefit 
from the Czech’s 
calming presence. 


Now show us you are 


Manchester 
United have 
done the 
best 
business of 
the big 
clubs, and 
Louis van 
Gaal could 
offer the 
biggest 
title threat 
to his 
former 
assistant 
Jose 
Mourinho 



AFTER being valued at 
£5.136billion, Premier League 
football lovers will be hoping 
the English top flight finally 
lives up to its billing as the best 
in the world this season. 

When Premier League chief 
executive Richard Scudamore 
took to the stage at a press 
conference in February and 
revealed the value of the latest 
rights deal, those in attendance 
were genuinely stunned by the 
figure he revealed. 

In the run-up to the 
announcement it was predicted 
the deal could be worth two, 
three or maybe four billion, 
but £5.136billion was an 
astonishing figure.Those who 
watched last year’s competition 
would be forgiven for 


by Paul Hirst 


wondering what the fuss was 
all about. The 2014-15 season 
was one to forget, really. 

Yes, Eden Hazard was a joy 
to watch, the emergence of 
Harry Kane was one of the best 
good news stories of the last 
few years, and we took great 
fun in researching whether 
ostriches really do bury their 
heads in the sand. 

But it was not a vintage year 
for the Premier League. 

Chelsea effectively had the 
title wrapped up in February, 
the top four positions were tied 
up with two games to go. The 
only area of interest in the top 
half of the table was working 
out who would go into the 


Europa League, the ugly sister 
of the Champions League. 

In Europe’s top club 
competition, an English team 
failed to make the last four, and 
only one relegation place had to 
be decided on the final day - 
you get the picture. 

So, what will be different this 
year? Who is best-equipped to 
stop Chelsea from coasting to 
the title again? The answer at 
the moment seems to be: nobody. 

Raheem Sterling may now be 
the most expensive British 
player in history, but he will not 
provide the difference for 
Manchester City. 

Their money would have 
been better spent on two centre- 
halves and someone to replace 
James Milner. The England 


midfielder is a sound 
acquisition for Liverpool, as 
is that of Nathaniel Clyne, but 
even with the addition of 
Christian Benteke, it is hard 
to see how Brendan Rodgers’ 
team will challenge for the 
title. 

Perhaps the biggest threat to 
Jose Mourinho’s hegemony 
will come from his former 
master Louis van Gaal. 

Manchester United have 
done the best business of all the 
big clubs this summer. Matteo 
Darmian has arrived from 
Torino, Memphis Depay is one 
of the most exciting talents in 
Europe, Morgan Schneiderlin 
boosts the ranks in midfield and 
in German World Cup winner 
Bastian Schweinsteiger they 
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Compiled by 
Phil Blanche 



VflUXhK 




Sergio Aguero 
(Man City) 

Proven top quality and 
only his proneness to 
the odd injury stops 
him running riot in the 
Premier League. But he 
finished last season 
with nine goals in seven 
games and took that 
free-scoring form into 
the Copa America for 
Argentina. Now has 
more than 100 goals in 
four years in English 
football and expect 
plenty more as City 
seek to reclaim the 
League title. 


Raneem Sterling 
(Man City) 

The subject of the most 
talked about transfer 
of the summer and 
Manchester City will 
expect an instant 
return on their huge 
£49million investment. 
Young English talent 
has withered rather 
than prospered at City 
in the past, but the 
former Liverpool 
winger has the talent 
to thrive and will 
hope to benefit from 
playing alongside 
stellar company. 


Memphis Depay (Manchester United) 

The skilful 21-year-old Netherlands forward has 
already drawn comparisons with Old Trafford great 
Cristiano Ronaldo following his £25million move 
from PSV Eindhoven. While such talk might be a little 
premature, there is no denying the Dutchman’s pace, 
ability and dead-ball threat adds another element to 
United’s attacking armoury. 


Bastian 
Schweinsteiger 
(Man United) 

The first German to 
play for United brings 
World Cup and 
Champions League¬ 
winning pedigree as 
well as much-needed 
authority to Louis van 
Gaal’s midfield. 
Schweinsteiger is now 
31 but, if he adapts 
to the quicker tempo 
of the Premier League 
United might have 
pulled off one of 
the transfer coups of 
the summer. 


Harry Kane 
(Tottenham) 

This time last year the 
Spurs prodigy was 
i more likely to go out 
n on loan than light up 
the Premier League, 
but 12 months and 31 
goals later and Kane is 
among the hottest 
talents around. 
Apparently coveted by 
Manchester United, the 
big question is whether 
the England forward 
can avoid ‘second 
season syndrome’ and 
hit the goal trail again. 


really worth £5billion 


have bought a bom winner. 

“It’s a new step in my life. I 
want to win titles,” said the 
eight-time Bundesliga winner. 

“Manchester United is used 
to that and I am too, so that’s 
my goal.” 

Chelsea have had a relatively 
quiet summer, but they were so 
far ahead of everyone else last 
season that little suggests they 
will fall short again this term. 
Signing Asmir Begovic from 
Stoke is a real coup, given that 
he could have been first-choice 
keeper at a number of clubs. 

The only area of concern for 
the Blues is up front. Radamel 
Falcao had a poor season for 
Manchester United last term, 
and he will have to toughen up 
if he is to lead the line should 


Watford go into that bracket 
too after their baffling decision 
to change manager yet again 
following promotion. 

Eddie Howe (inset) will face 
a real test in keeping 
Bournemouth up in their first 
ever season in the top flight, but 
his commitment to attacking 
football will at least make his 
team a pleasure to watch. 

Sunderland may also be in 
danger if they keep wasting 
money as they did with the 
£4m capture of Younes Kaboul. 

Whoever finishes at the 
summit, in the top four or in the 
bottom three, let us hope for 
more goals, entertainment and 
controversy this season. 

That is the least a £5billion 
competition should offer. 


ft 


So, what will be different 
this year? Who is 
best-equipped to stop 
Che/sea from coasting 
to the title? The answer 
at the moment seems 
to be: nobody 



Diego Costa be injured. 
Traditional outside bets for a 
top-four finish like Everton and 
Tottenham Hotspur have spent 
wisely, but they will struggle to 
qualify for the Champions 
League unless Arsenal 
under-perform - and that 
is unlikely given the 
capture of Petr Cech 
from Chelsea. 

Stoke and Crystal 
Palace have bought 
well and will fancy their 
chances of qualifying 
for Europe. 

Elsewhere, 
new 


managers Slaven Bilic, Steve 
McClaren and Claudio Ranieri 
should have the foundations to 
lead West Ham, Newcastle and 
Leicester to safety. 

Norwich City have retained 
many of the players they 
had during their last 
foray into the Premier 
League, but have 
added little else, 
meaning the 
promotion play-off 
winners are among 
the favourites to go 
straight back 
down. 



YER OF THE YEAR 


ALEXIS SANCHEZ 11/1 
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Manchester United 



I 


Van Gaal plots a route 
to the top 

United boss makes his intentions clear as he looks to 
build on last season’s fourth place by lifting the trophy 


by Paul Hirst 


LOUIS VAN GAAL has 
wasted little time in setting his 
Manchester United players a 
daunting target this season. 

For a man with such an 
illustrious CV, attempting to 
finish in fourth place last term 
must have been something of 
an alien concept. 

So this season Van Gaal has 
upped the ante and announced 
he will only be happy if there is 
one outcome - a Premier 
League title success. 

It was during the early stages 
of the Dutchman’s reign last 
season that he spelled out his 
three-year plan for United. 

“I hope we are in the top four 
this season - it suits a club like 
United,” said Van Gaal. 

“And then maybe the next 
step is to be champions and 
then the next step is to be the 
winners of the Champions 
League.” 

Van Gaal’s words seemed 
nothing but a pipe dream at the 
time, mainly because they came 
three days after United suffered 
a humiliating 4-0 defeat to MK 
Dons in the Capital One Cup. 

But United have improved 
markedly since then. The 
players finally got to grips with 
Van Gaal’s “philosophy” - 
which he regularly mentions - 
and he duly delivered a 
top-four finish. 

At one point in March, 

United looked like they could 
push eventual champions 
Chelsea all the way, before 
losing momentum. Now that 
they have bought wisely this 
summer, they really should be 
challenging for pole position 
again. 

Ed Woodward had his critics 
when he became United’s 


Manchester United 



Manager 

Louis van Gaal 

Ground 

Old Trafford 

Capacity 

75,731 

Website 

www.manutd.com 


LAST SEASON Premier League 


Pos P W 

D 

L F A GD 

Pts 

4 38 20 

10 

8 62 37 25 

70 

Top scorer (Prem) 

Wayne Rooney 

12 

FA Cup 


Quarter-finals 


League Cup 


Second round 



SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Memphis Depay (PSV Eindhoven), 
Matteo Darmian (Torino), Bastian 
Schweinsteiger (Bayern Munich), Morgan 
Schneiderlin (Southampton), Sergio 
Romero (Sampdoria). 

OUT: Tom Cleverley (Everton), 

Nani (Fenerbahce), Will Keane (Preston, 
loan), Robin van Persie (Fenerbahce), 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
To win Premier League: 5-1 


executive vice-chairman 
following the departure of the 
popular David Gill, but this 
season he has really come up 
trumps. 

Memphis Depay, one of the 
most exciting talents in Europe, 
was signed in May and Italy 
defender Matteo Darmian 
followed from Torino. 

Morgan Schneiderlin 
snubbed interest from 
Tottenham and Arsenal to move 
to Old Trafford from 


Southampton, and the biggest 
deal of them all saw German 
World Cup winner Bastian 
Schweinsteiger end his 
17-year association with 
Bayern Munich to join the 
United ranks. 

Van Gaal has also hinted on 
the club’s tour of the United 
States that a new striker 
could arrive before the 
transfer window ends at the 
end of August. 

Woodward’s work has not 
gone unnoticed by Van Gaal. 

“The difficulty is to get these 
players. It is not so easy and I 
am very proud that Ed 
Woodward has done that,” 
he said. 

Van Gaal has once again 
exhibited the ruthless streak 
that has served him so well 
throughout his managerial 
career. 

Robin van Persie, Holland 
captain under Van Gaal 12 
months ago, has gone to 
Fenerbahce to join Nani, who 
was sold to the Turkish 
club for just under £5m. 

Radamel Falcao was 
jettisoned and Van Gaal 
effectively ended Victor Valdes’ 
United career at a press 
conference on United’s tour 
in Seattle. 

Long-serving defenders 
Rafael and Jonny Evans are 
expected to leave, too. 

Three more problems must 
be addressed. David de Gea 
must stay at the club - even if 
it means losing him on a free 
transfer next summer - a 
world-class striker must be 
brought in and a commanding 
centre-back is required, too. 

If Woodward and Van Gaal 
can solve those problems, title 
talk will no longer seem like 
pie in the sky. 



STAR MAN 
Wayne 
Rooney 


FOR all of Manchester United’s 
extravagant purchases, the man they 
snapped up for £20m from Everton 
as a teenager remains the key figure. 

The Manchester United and 
England captain has grown into 
a real leader, and his only failing 
can be a desire to do too much 
all over the field, reducing his 
impact in front of goal. 



PREMIER LEAGUE WINNER 


MANCHESTER UNITED 5/1 
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Manchester City 



TOUR 

FORCl 


Yaya raring to go once again 





by Andy Hampson 

YAYA TOURE claims the hunger is back as 
Manchester City set out to make up for last 
season’s disappointments. 

City fell below expectations in 2014-15 as 
they failed to mount a strong defence of the 
Premier League title they won the previous 
season, and were disappointing in the 
domestic cup competitions. 

Manuel Pellegrini’s men did come up 
against a brilliant Barcelona side in the last 
16 of the Champions League but, again, the 
lack of progress in that competition was a 
frustration for the club and fans. 

Questions were asked of Pellegrini’s 
leadership - with the unassuming methods 
which previously succeeded having failed - 
and of a number of players as well, Toure 
included. 

But Pellegrini survived, along with the 
majority of his squad, despite suggestions of 
a large-scale clear-out. Toure’s future was in 
doubt after another round of outspoken 
comments from his erratic agent towards the 
end of last season, but the speculation 
quickly dissipated as a summer of rest 
allowed minds to be refocused. 

The £49million signing of Raheem Sterling 
now has the potential to revitalise the squad 
and Toure, after last season’s laboured 
campaign, is feeling fresh and ready to fuel 
a City charge. 

The 32-year-old Ivory Coast midfielder 
said: “After two or three years full of 
competition, I needed the break, but I am 
very happy to be back and working. 

“We have a lot of targets. The target this 
year is to make his club proud because last 
year was quite disappointing. We want to do 
something big this year.” 

Due to the Financial Fair Play regulations 
of European governing body UEFA - which 
City breached last year and consequently 
suffered a handicap - the club are unlikely 



City’s record signing Raheem Sterling 

to return to the heavy spending that 
characterised the early years of Sheikh 
Mansour’s ownership. 

But the capture of Sterling indicates the 
ambition and determination to dominate, 
which remains within the club’s hierarchy, 
and he was followed into the Etihad by 
Fabian Delph from Aston Villa and highly- 
rated Fulham youngster Patrick Roberts. 

The opening of the club’s new £200million 
academy last year may have underlined a 
desire to produce more homegrown players, 
but no compromises will be made when it 
comes to the quality of the first-team squad. 

Toure said: “We are looking forward to 
the new players coming and trying to help 
the club do something big. 

“The club has been built to top this 
League and when we finish in second it is 
quite disappointing. We want to bounce 
back. This club don’t have to be second or 
third - we always have to finish first. 

“For us the main key is to try to regain 
the title. It will be difficult, but we know 
we can do it.” 


STAR MAN 
Sergio 
Aguero 


LAST season’s Premier League 
top scorer, with 26 goals, Sergio 
Aguero is absolutely critical to 
Manchester City’s hopes of 
mounting a more effective 
title challenge this time. 

The key will be keeping 
him fit - he has started only 
50 of a possible 76 games 
across the past two seasons. 








■ 
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PREMIER LEAGUE WINNER 


MANCHESTER CITY 11/4 
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Tottenham Hotspur 



Tottenham Hotspur 


Manager Mauricio Pochettino 

Ground White Hart Lane 

Capacity 36,284 

Website www.tottenhamhotspur.com 

LAST SEASON Premier League 
PosP W D L F A GD Pts 

5 38 19 7 12 58 53 5 64 

Top scorer (Prem) Harry Kane 21 

FA Cup Fourth round 

League Cup Runners-up 

Europa League Last 32 


SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Kevin Wimmer (Cologne), Kieran 
Trippier (Burnley), Toby Alderweireld 
(Atletico Madrid).. 

OUT: Paulinho (Guangzhou Evergrande), 
Lewis Holtby (Hamburg), Etienne Capoue 
(Watford), Younes Kaboul (Sunderland), 
Benjamin Stambouli (Paris Saint- Germain), 
Benoit Assou-Ekotto (St Etienne). 

STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top four finish: 6-1 


Poch feeling champion 


Popular Spurs boss has grounds for optimism after bringing welcome stability and belief to the club 




Spurs hotshot Harry Kane shows off his striking skills Down Under against Sydney FC and now plans to build on a terrific season 


by Simon Peach 


TOTTENHAM at last appear to be getting their 
house in order. 

After years dogged by managerial instability, 
under-performing players and off-field 
frustrations, there now seems to be light at the 
end of the tunnel. 

A new 61,000-seater stadium - which will be 
the largest club ground in London - is on its way 
and head coach Mauricio Pochettino is moulding 
a group of individuals into a team. 

Harry Redknapp, Andre Villas-Boas and Tim 
Sherwood all paid with their jobs as Spurs 
hunted Champions League qualification, but 
success-hungry chairman Daniel Levy has 
changed tack with the former Argentina defender. 

Coaxed from Southampton on a five-year deal, 
there were certainly a few bumpy moments in 
Pochettino’s first season at White Hart Lane, but 
the positives far outweighed the negatives. 

A trip to Wembley for the Capital One Cup 
final and a fifth-place finish in the Premier 
League was complemented by Harry Kane’s 
explosive emergence, along with progress of 
other academy graduates such as Ryan Mason 
and Nabil Bentaleb. 

“The club has given me their trust, I have to 
thank them for that and I’ll keep working hard to'' 
achieve things with Tottenham,” said Bentaleb 
after recently penning a new long-term deal. 

“We have a young team and we all want to 
leam, but this season we have to show something 
for the fans. 

“Last season we finished fifth, it’s a good 
platform and we have to do better now, we 


have to achieve things to thank the fans who are 
always behind us.” 

The success of home-grown talents such as 
Bentaleb, Kane and Mason is helping Pochettino 
ingratiate himself with Spurs fans, as is his 
likeable persona and ability to separate the wheat 
from the chaff. 

Less than a year after being appointed club 
vice-captain, Emmanuel Adebayor is heading for 
the White Hart Lane exit door - a route already 
taken by skipper Younes Kaboul and the 
under-performing Paulinho, Etie nn e Capoue and 
Lewis Holtby. 

Midfielder Benjamin Stambouli also joined 
Paris Saint Germain on a five-year deal after just 
one season at White Hart Lane. 

Stambouli, who made 25 appearances for 
Spurs in all competitions, said: “I wasn’t 
necessarily planning to leave the Premier League 
after one year, but when a club the size of Paris 
Saint Germain calls you, it makes your choice a 
lot easier.” In their place have come the likes of 

▲ 


Kevin Wimmer, Kieran Trippier and Toby 
Alderweireld - young, hungry players who 
appear to be in line with Pochettino’s philosophy. 

“Linishing above Liverpool, Southampton 
and Everton is a very, very good thing for 
Tottenham,” said the Spurs head coach. 

“Prom the beginning of the season we can see 
that the ambition was unbelievable in the club. 

“Lor us, our goal next season is to try to 
improve our squad and try to fight from the 
beginning of next season for the top four. It’s a 
difficult thing, but we need to be ambitious.” 

It certainly does not look beyond the 
upwardly-mobile north Londoners. 

Belgian defender Alderweireld is relishing the 
move to White Hart Lane, having spent last 
season on loan with Ronald Koeman’s 
Southampton, who had a deal in place to sign 
the former Ajax man. 

“I’m very proud to become a Spurs player,” 
he said. “I’m very happy to be here and I hope 
to have a wonderful time with this team. Prom 


the beginning I knew a lot about the club 
from Jan Vertonghen, Mousa Dembele and 
Nacer Chadli. 

“I know the players from the national team and 
I played with Jan at Ajax, we had a central 
defensive partnership. It’s nice when you join 
another club and you know a couple of players. I 
hope to get to know them a little better now. 

“It’s a big club and it’s always been a dream to 
play at a club like Spurs. Now that dream is 
coming true so I’m very happy, very proud and I 
will give my best.” 

With 47 caps for Belgium, as well as three 
Eredivisie titles and a Primera Division winners’ 
medal, Alderweireld brings a wealth of 
experience to White Hart Lane. 

However, they are likely to start the campaign 
without No.l keeper Hugo Lloris, who suffered a 
fractured wrist during the close-season. 

■ TOTTENHAM are to host regular American 
football matches when they move to their new 
stadium in 2018. 

An artificial surface will be installed under the 
regular grass pitch so that regular football 
matches are not unduly affected. 

Tottenham, who will relocate for a season 
while the work is undertaken, have completed a 
10-year deal with the NPL that will see them host 
a minimum of two games a year. 

Chairman Daniel Levy is delighted with the 
tie-up and what the agreement will mean to the 
surrounding area. “We have an opportunity now 
to deliver one of the most unique sports, leisure 
and entertainment venues in the world, bringing 
together the Premier League and NPL for the first 
time,” he said. 


STAR MAN 
Harry 
Kane 


THE PFA Young Player of the Year had 
an amazing first full season in the top 
flight, scoring 31 goals in all 
competitions and 21 in the League. 

Spurs will now hope he avoids A 
second-season syndrome - and jfil 
gets over a busy summer, 
including a European / 

under-21 tournament in 
which he failed to score. f 


1 

AA 

i* 1 





TOTTENHAM 6/1 
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Arsenal 





Three of a kind: Arsene Wenger has plenty of options up front this season with, from left, Theo Walcott, Oliver Giroud and Danny Welbeck vying for the main striker’s jersey 


Arsenal 



Manager 

Arsene Wenger 


Ground 

Emirates Stadium 


Capacity 

60,432 


Website 

www.arsenal.com 


LAST SEASON Premier League 


Pos P W 

D L F A GD 

Pts 

3 38 22 

9 7 71 36 35 

75 

Top scorer (Prem) Alexis Sanchez 

16 

FA Cup 

Winners 


League Cup 

Third round 



Champions League Last 16 


SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Petr Cech (Chelsea). 

OUT: Ryo Miyaichi (St Pauli), Semi Ajayi 
(Cardiff), Abou Diaby (released), Ainsley 
Maitland-Niles (Ipswich, loan), Lukas 
Podolski (Galatasaray), Yaya Sanogo (Ajax, 
loan), Carl Jenkinson (West Ham, loan). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
To win Premier League: 9-2 


Sanchez 


THE Chile forward 
showed no hangover 
from leaving Barcelona 
and hit the ground 
running - literally - with 
Arsenal last season. 

One of the 
hardest- 
working 
players in 
the game, 

Sanchez 

weighed in l 
with a ^ (y . 

vital 25 r 




Diece to 


add 


miss 





by Jim van Wijk 


ARSENE WENGER knows his Arsenal 
side will be expected to mount a 
long-overdue sustained push for the 
Premier League title this season, but is 
not going to lose any sleep worrying 
about the challenges ahead. 

The Gunners were one of the form 
sides earlier this year, holding off 
Manchester United to finish third and 
secure automatic Champions League 
qualification before sweeping to FA Cup 
glory at Wembley again with a 4-0 
demolition of Aston Villa. 

Wenger’s men came up short in their 
quest to reel in Manchester City and 
champions Chelsea, ultimately paying a 
heavy price for their slow start, which 
produced only two wins from the 
opening eight Premier League matches. 

Roll the clock on 12 months and the 
current Arsenal squad head into the new 
campaign with a totally different 
mindset - a group of proven winners 
bolstered by the signing of veteran 
keeper Petr Cech from Chelsea, which 


many feel could prove the difference 
between also-rans and pacesetters. 

Wenger, though, will as always take 
everything as it comes. “We finished 
third last season and won the FA Cup. 
The pressure is on us to do better, but 
there are plenty of competitors to win 
the Premier League,” he said. 

“In England, we are always 
worried about each other 
because we have so many 
teams with the potential to 
win the League that 
everyone looks around and 
thinks, ‘what are they 
doing? How strong 
are they?’ 

“What we want to do is 
focus on ourselves, focus on 
our strengths and see if we can 
develop on what we did last year. 

“That is the most important thing, not 
to waste too much energy on looking 
around us.” 

Wenger, inset , added: “We moved 
forward in the second part of the season 
and the (FA Cup) trophy improves the 


confidence of the team. We have 
strengthened the squad already and I 
believe part of the success of the team is 
down to the level of cohesion. 

“We feel that we moved forward last 
season, but it is not enough to think that 
is okay, we have to move forward again. 
I believe we have the quality and 
it is now how much we can be 
stronger together.” 

Arsenal playmaker Alexis 
Sanchez will be given some 
additional time off 
following his exploits in 
leading Chile to victory at 
the Copa America this 
summer, so may not feature 
much at the start of the 
campaign. 

Hopes are high that a fully-fit 
Mesut Ozil can exert his quality at the 
heartbeat of the side and Francis 
Coquelin can prove himself very much 
the Gunners’ midfield enforcer. 

Yet while Arsenal continue to retain 
an abundance of attacking prowess, with 
the likes of Theo Walcott, Danny 


Welbeck and Olivier Giroud vying for 
the central striker’s role, the signing of 
Cech is seen as the missing piece of the 
title jigsaw. 

Indeed, Chelsea captain John Terry 
declared the veteran goalkeeper could be 
worth as much as 10 points to Arsenal. 

Wenger, though, believes the 
33-year-old Cech is joining an already 
accomplished rearguard. 

“In the second part of the season we 
conceded 13 goals from 19 games, so 
there is not much wrong there and 
means that the required level is very 
high,” he said. “What Cech can give us 
is to contribute stability.” 

Arsenal vice-captain Per Mertesacker 
believes his boss has assembled a squad 
now capable of holding their own 
against the likes of Chelsea and the 
Manchester clubs. 

He said: “We have a good structure 
and a good base. We will try to build on 
that. The squad will be in a good mood 
and in good fitness. We have to be 
because there are plenty of competitors 
for the title.” 




PREMIER LEAGUE WINNER 


ARSENAL 9/2 
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Liverpool 





Liverpool 


Capacity 45,522 


Website www.liverpoolfc.com 

LAST SEASON Premier League 
Pos P W D L F A GD Pts 

6 38 18 8 12 52 48 4 62 

Top scorer (Prem) Steven Gerrard 9 

FA Cup Semi-finals 

League Cup Semi-finals 

Champions League Group stage 
Europa League Last 32 

SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Roberto Firmino (Hoffenheim), James 
Milner (Manchester City), Danny Ings 
(Burnley), Nathaniel Clyne (Southampton), 
Christian Benteke (Aston Villa). 

OUT: Steven Gerrard (LA Galaxy), Glen 
Johnson (Stoke), Raheem Sterling 
(Manchester City), lago Aspas (Sevilla). 

STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top four finish : 11-4 


Liverpool came close a couple 
of years ago to winning the 
League and hopefully my 
experience can help get into 
that position again. And if I can 
use the experience of winning 


Close season Liverpool signings James Milner and, below from left, Roberto 
Firmino, Danny Ings and Nathaniel Clyne will be expected to make a quick impact 


by Carl Markham 


JAMES MILNER may have 
been one of the cheapest 
acquisitions in Liverpool’s 
summer recruitment 
programme - but he could yet 
prove the shrewdest. 

The 29-year-old England 
international arrived at Anfield 
after allowing his contract with 
Manchester City to expire, and 
while his significant weekly 
wage does not quite make him 
a “tree” transfer, the Reds are 
certain to get value for money. 

Milner’s reputation as a 
good, honest, no-nonsense 
professional, is often used as a 
stick to beat him with but, in 
truth, Liverpool needed 
someone with his experience 
and reliability to fill the huge 
hole left by departed captain 
Steven Gerrard. 

While he is in no way a 
direct replacement, he will 
bring some authority to a side 
which lacked leaders in the 
absence of Gerrard. 

“Liverpool is a great fit for 
me as a club. It’s a huge club 
and there is a lot of pressure 
every time you step out on to 
that field,” said Milner. 

“If you look at the squad 
there is a great mix of home¬ 
grown British players and 
foreign lads, but there’s also 
quite a lot of younger players. 

“I’ve been lucky enough to 
be playing for maybe 13 years, 
but hopefully I can bring that 
experience to the squad and 
help those younger guys along. 


WITH Steven Gerrard and Raheem 
Sterling gone, Liverpool are in need 
of both a new talisman and cutting 
edge in attack. 

England striker Daniel Sturridge 
can be that man - if only he can 
stay fit. He was limited to a 
dozen starts in all competitions 
last season, and this could be 

A. kt.. A <iLr flmA 


Honest pro 
Milner set 
to fill a big 
Anfield hole 


All change as Liverpool start life after Gerrard 


trophies to help the younger 
guys, hopefully it can help 
us over the line and win 
silverware.” 

Liverpool’s failure to retain 
their Champions League status 
forced another summer of 
change at Anfield. 

Assistant manager Colin 
Pascoe and coach Mike Marsh 
were dispensed with, in favour 
of a new backroom team of 
England Under-19s manager 
Sean O’Driscoll, former Reds 
midfielder Gary McAllister and 
academy coach Pepijn Lijnders. 

On the playing front, others 
drafted in, in addition to 
Milner, were £32.5m signing 
Christian Benteke from Aston 
Villa, Hoffenheim forward 
Roberto Firmino, Burnley’s 
England Under-21 striker 
Danny Ings and Southampton 
right-back Nathaniel Clyne, as 
manager Brendan Rodgers 
sought solutions in positions 
where Liverpool were deficient 
last season, with fellow new 
arrivals Bolton goalkeeper 
Adam Bogdan and Charlton’s 
Joe Gomez not expected to 
contribute greatly. 

The record £49million sale 
of Raheem Sterling to 
Manchester City ended a 
six-month saga, but that should 
end the upheaval within the 
squad, with the remaining 
departures - likely to include 
Mario Balotelli, Fabio Borini, 
Jose Enrique and Rickie 
Lambert - among those 
Rodgers has decided have no 
future at the club. 



PREMIER LEAGUE WINNER 


LIVERPOOL 22/1' 
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Newcastle United 



Believe you me, from what I have 


seen and 



know of this 


what 

club, there are some damn 
players here - damn good players 



by Damian Spellman 


STEVE McCLAREN’S 
rebuilding mission at 
Newcastle will not be based 
solely on owner Mike Ashley’s 
spending power. 

The sportswear magnate 
caused something of a stir at 
the end of last season when he 
vowed to release the purse 
strings and - while not 
abandoning his value-for- 
money policy - conduct his 
business in a different market. 

Georginio Wijnaldum’s 
arrival in a £14.4million switch 
from PSV Eindhoven 
represented a statement, and the 
Netherlands international 
(below) was followed into St 
James’ Park by Anderlecht’s 
Serbian striker Aleksandar 
Mitrovic for £13m. 

However, while McClaren 
arrived looking for a significant 
influx of talent, he is confident 
too there is much more to come 
from the men he inherited from 
Alan Pardew. 

He said: “Did Newcastle 
under-achieve last season? I 
think yes, and we are trying to 
rectify that so we are not in the 
same trouble. 

“We come in completely 
blank. We love every one of 
them, they all start afresh. I’m 
fortunate because I live in this 
area, so I have always followed 
them, always watched them 
play, so I know them well. 

“A lot of players under¬ 
achieved, a lot of players. 

“It was also their first year in 
the Premier League, that’s 
difficult, so you are expecting 
them to have a better 
second year. 

“Believe you me, 
from what I have 
seen and from 
what I know of 
this club, there are 
some damn good 
players here, damn 
good players.” 

There is a general 
acceptance on Tyneside that 
last season’s collapse - the club 
only retained its top-flight 
status on the final day of the 
campaign, despite heading into 
the new year with sights set on 
a top-six finish - was simply 
unacceptable and one which 
cannot be repeated. 


Newcastle United 



Capacity 52,405 

Website www.nufc.co.uk 


LAST SEASON Premier League 
PosP W D L F A GD Pts 

15 38 10 9 19 40 63 -23 39 

Top scorer (Prem) Papiss Cisse 11 

FA Cup Third round 

League Cup Quarter-finals 

SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Georginio Wijnaldum (PSV Eindhoven), 
Aleksandar Mitrovic (Anderlecht). 

OUT: Jonas Gutierrez, Ryan Taylor (both 
released), Adam Campbell (Notts County), 
Sammy Ameobi (Cardiff, loan), Davide 
Santon (Inter Milan). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top 10 finish: 3-1 


As well as bolstering a squad 
which has been under-strength 
for some time, McClaren will 
hope to belatedly get the best 
out of the likes of Remy 
Cabella and Emmanuel Riviere, 
who have to date struggled to 
get to grips with English 
football, and re-invigorate a 
group of players which 
under-performed 
so drastically last 
time around. 

He said: “It’s 
about players, it’s 
about getting your 
best players on 
the field. 

“When you haven’t 
got your best players on 
the field, you see what happens, 
and you saw what happened, so 
we have got to make sure that 
not just the team is right, but 
the squad is right. 

“It’s not the one to 11,1 
always say it’s the 12 to 23 that 
you have got to get right, and 
that will also take a while.” 




* 


FOR all the new brooms at St James’ 
Park, perhaps the best news of the 
summer was that Moussa Sissoko will 
stay after speculation he would 
leave in search of Champions 
League football. 

The powerhouse 
midfielder should be a 
pivotal figure for new 
boss Steve McClaren. 








Former England 
manager Steve 
McClaren 
oversees 
pre-season 
training, 
determined 
that Newcastle 
United will not 
under-perform 
as they did last 
season 
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Chelsea 


It’s going to be tougher 


Chelsea 



Manager 

Jose Mourinho 


Ground 

Stamford Bridge 


Capacity 

41,798 


Website 

www.chelseafc.com 


LAST SEASON Premier League 


Pos P W 

D L F A GD 

Pts 

1 38 26 

9 3 73 32 41 

87 

Top scorer (Prem) Diego Costa 

20 

FA Cup 

Fourth round 


League Cup 

Winners 



Champions League Last 16 


SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Nathan (Atletico Paranaense), Radamel 
Falcao (Monaco, loan), Asmir Begovic 
(Stoke), Danilo Pantic (Partizan Belgrade). 

OUT: Gael Kakuta (Sevilla), Petr Cech 
(Arsenal), Marco van Ginkel (Stoke, loan), 
Patrick Bamford (Crystal Palace, loan), 

Josh McEachran (Brentford), Tomas Kalas 
(Middlesbrough, loan), Filipe Luis (A Madrid) 

STAN JAMES ODDS 
To win Premier League: 5-4 


Colombia star 
Radamel Falcao has 
been handed a 
second chance in 
the Premier League 
with a year-long 
loan at Chelsea after 
his unhappy spell at 
Manchester United 



Rivals will be stronger as 
Chelsea bid to retain title 


by Matt McGeehan 


JOSE MOURINHO is all too 
aware of the fine margins 
between success and failure. 

The Chelsea manager has 
challenged his side to be 
successful again after winning 
the 2014-15 Premier League 
title and Capital One Cup, the 
first trophies of his second spell 
in England. 

Yet the self-proclaimed 
Special One knows the Blues’ 
rivals will be stronger after 
summer transfer dealings, and 
that his side could just as easily 
finish outside the top four and 
miss out on Champions League 
qualification altogether. 

“We have to be better if we 
want to be successful again,” 
Mourinho said after the 
2014-15 season came to a close 
with more silverware. 

“The other opponents are 
not going to accept this without 
a fight. Next year it will be 
more difficult. 

“Go to other countries and, if 
you have a top team, you win. 

“Here, in this country, you 
can finish first or fifth. It’s 
difficult, it’s dangerous, but I 
think we must always think 
positively and start the season 
as title contenders, wanting to 
win the title. But after that it’s 
a big risk.” 

Mourinho won the 2004-05 
title in his first season in 
England, with Chelsea 
successfully defending the 


trophy the following year. The 
spine of that title-winning 
squad remained intact for some 
time, with Petr Cech, John 
Terry, Frank Lampard and 
Didier Drogba integral to the 
2012 Champions League win. 

Only Terry now remains after 
Cech, with the blessing of 
owner Roman Abramovich and 
after more than a decade of 
excellence at Stamford Bridge, 
moved to Arsenal, solving a 
notable weak point for the 
Gunners’ bid to win the title. 

Mourinho will hope Thibaut 
Courtois, who displaced Cech 
as first choice, will prove as 
distinguished a servant as part 
of another core which is 
durable and successful. 

And Chelsea moved quickly 
to ensure quality back-up in 
goal, signing Bosnia and 
Herzegovina international 
Asmir Begovic from Stoke. 

“This team is just in the 
beginning,” Mourinho added. 

“This team won one Capital 
Cup and one Premier League. 

“They have to win more to 
be better than the other 
Chelsea teams.” 

Drogba has gone too, after a 
brief second spell which 
delivered only fleetingly. 

Radamel Falcao has been 
drafted in on loan from Monaco 
despite his ill-fated spell at 
Manchester United. 

It remains to be seen if the 
gamble pays off, but even if the 
Colombian performs better than 


Five key matches that took Chelsea to the 2014-15 Premier League title ►► 





Oct 5, 2014: Chelsea 2 Arsenal O 


Jan 17, 2015: Swansea O Chelsea 5 


Feb 7, 2015: Aston Villa 1 Chelsea 2 


Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger shoved Jose Mourinho as their 
long-running feud turned physical in a 2-0 win which saw Chelsea 
take a five-point lead at the top of the table. An Eden Hazard 
penalty and Diego Costa effort saw Chelsea end Arsenal’s 
unbeaten start and extend their own - and meant Wenger’s poor 
record against Mourinho’s Chelsea was extended to no wins in 12. 


Having seen their advantage at the top of the table cut, Chelsea 
sent out an emphatic title warning at the Liberty Stadium. 
Oscar (above) and Diego Costa both scored twice inside the 
first 36 minutes and substitute Andre Schurrle completed the 
rout. “It was a perfect game, everything went in our direction,” 
said Mourinho afterwards. 


Branislav Ivanovic’s goal gave Chelsea a crucial win at Aston 
Villa, where their title challenge had unravelled a year before. 
Manchester City’s draw with Hull City allowed Chelsea to move 
seven points clear, but Mourinho dismissed the margin, saying: “In 
another country I would say it’s fantastic. In this country I would 
say it’s nothing. Every game is difficult, anything can happen.” 
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this time - Jose 


March 22, 2015: Hull 2 Chelsea 3 

Loic Remy came off the bench to spare Chelsea’s blushes after 
goalkeeper Thibault Courtois’ first-half howler. Fine efforts 
from Hazard and Costa put the visitors two up inside nine 
minutes, but Hull stunned their visitors with two goals in as 
many minutes before the half-hour, one after a calamitous 
Courtois touch. Remy settled matters, though. 


Apr 18, 2015: Chelsea 1 Man United O 

Hazard knocked Manchester United out of the reckoning - 
although their hopes were already slim - as Chelsea closed in on a 
first title for five years and a fourth in 11 campaigns. United 
dominated possession at Stamford Bridge, but Hazard struck on 
the counter-attack as Mourinho’s fine record against Chelsea’s 
top-of-the-table rivals continued. 


The world according to Jose Mourinho 


Please don’t call me arrogant, but I’m European 
champion and I think I’m a special one 

- On arriving at Chelsea first time around 

It’s like having a blanket that is too small for the 
bed. You pull the blanket up to keep your chest 
warm and your feet stick out. / cannot buy a 
bigger blanket because the supermarket is 
closed. But the blanket is made of cashmere 

- On an injury crisis in his Chelsea squad 

/ understand why he is a bit emotional. He has 
some of the top players in the world and they 
should be doing a lot better than that 

- On former rival Sir Alex 
Ferguson at Manchester United 

It is about omelettes and eggs. No eggs - no 
omelettes. And it depends on the quality of the 
eggs in the supermarket. They are class one, two 
or three and some are more expensive than 
others and some give you better omelettes. 

When the class one eggs are not available, you 
have a problem 

- On financial restrictions in his first spell 

There are two big horses and a little horse that 
still needs milk and to learn how to jump - a 
horse that next season can race 

- On challenging Manchester City and Arsenal 
in 2013-14. He was right about 2014-15 

/ didn’t speak. It was Billy the masseur that spoke 
to the team. He was screaming so much in 
Scottish I didn’t understand him. I am serious. 

But the players were dapping 

- On getting masseur Billy McCulloch 
to give the pre-match team talk before 
playing Manchester City in February 2014 

It’s not important how we play. If you have a 
Ferrari and / have a small car, to beat you in a 
race I have to break your wheel or put sugar in 
your tank 

- On Chelsea tactics 

You know, / think boring is 10 years without a 
title. That’s very boring. You support the dub 
and you’re waiting, waiting, waiting for so many 
years without a Premier League title, so that’s 
very boring 

- Responding to jibes from Arsenal 
fans that Chelsea were boring 

if they made a film of my life, i think they should 
get George Clooney to pi ay me. He’s a fantastic 
actor and my wife thinks he would be ideal 

- On himself 

99 



THERE was no doubting Eden 
Hazard’s contribution last season, 
scoring 14 goals in an ever-present 
Premier League campaign and earning 
the Footballer of the Year and PFA 
Player of the Year awards. 

If Jose Mourinho can now JJf 
spur him on to even greater Anr 
heights, he will be a d*/ 

formidable prospect. .45) 


r > 

he did at Old Trafford, 
Mourinho may seek high-class 
support for Diego Costa before 
the transfer window shuts. 

Chelsea did their business 
early in the summer of 2014, 


signing Costa and Cesc 
Fabregas, but despite some 
limitations and Mourinho’s 
desire to add depth and 
competition in his squad, they 
were slow off the mark in the 


performing well on loan at 
Vitesse Arnhem, could make an 
impact, while young English 
players may also get a chance. 

The Blues plan to send many 
of their young players out on 
loan once more, to get 
first-team experience 
elsewhere. Ruben Loftus- 
Cheek had been expected to 
stay, but Mourinho’s comments 
questioning the midfielder on 
the post-season tour in 
Australia may have impacted 
on his immediate future. 

There are many questions 
for Mourinho and Chelsea to 
answer in order to be successful 
once again. 


transfer market this summer. 
There have been conflicting 
signals on whether Mourinho is 
prepared to rely on youth. 
Bertrand Traore, the Burkino 
Faso forward who has been 
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'he newcomers 


Bournemouth 



Manager Eddie Howe 


Ground 

Dean Court 


Capacity 

11,700 


Website 

www.afcb.co.uk 


LAST SEASON Championship 


Pos P W 

D L F A GD 

Pts 

1 46 26 

12 8 98 45 53 

90 

Top scorer (Champ) Callum Wilson 

20 

FA Cup 

Fourth round 


League Cup 

Quarter-final 



SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Josh King (Blackburn), Artur Boruc 
(Southampton), Adam Federici (Reading), 
Christian Atsu (Chelsea, loan), Tyrone Mings 
(Ipswich), Sylvain Distin (Everton). 

OUT: Miles Addison, Benjamin Buchel, 

Darryl Flahavan, Ian Harte (all released), 
Josh McQuoid (Luton), Brett Pitman 
(Ipswich). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
To be relegated: 11-10 


Championship 
table 2014-15 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Bournemouth 46 

26 

12 

8 

98 

45 

90 

Watford 

46 

27 

8 

11 

91 

50 

89 

Norwich 

46 

25 

11 

10 

88 

48 

86 

Middlesbro 

46 

25 

10 

11 

68 

37 

85 

Brentford 

46 

23 

9 

14 

78 

59 

78 

Ipswich 

46 

22 

12 

12 

72 

54 

78 

Wolves 

46 

22 

12 

12 

70 

56 

78 

Derby 

46 

21 

14 

11 

85 

56 

77 

Blackburn 

46 

17 

16 

13 

66 

59 

67 

Birmingham 

46 

16 

15 

15 

54 

64 

63 

Cardiff 

46 

16 

14 

16 

57 

61 

62 

Charlton 

46 

14 

18 

14 

54 

60 

60 

Sheff Wed 

46 

14 

18 

14 

43 

49 

60 

Nottm Forest 46 

15 

14 

17 

71 

69 

59 

Leeds 

46 

15 

11 

20 

50 

61 

56 

Huddersfield 

46 

13 

16 

17 

58 

75 

55 

Fulham 

46 

14 

10 

22 

62 

83 

52 

Bolton 

46 

13 

12 

21 

54 

67 

51 

Reading 

46 

13 

11 

22 

48 

69 

50 

Brighton 

46 

10 

17 

19 

44 

54 

47 

•Rotherham 

46 

11 

16 

19 

46 

67 

46 

Millwall (R) 

46 

9 

14 

23 

42 

76 

41 

Wigan (R) 

46 

9 

12 

25 

39 

64 

39 

Blackpool (R) 46 

4 

14 

28 

36 

91 

26 

•Rotherham deducted three points for fielding 
ineligible player 


Play-offs 

SEMI-FINALS 


1st leg Brentford 1 Middlesbro 2 
2nd leg Middlesbro 3 Brentford 0 
Middlesbro won 5-1 on agg 

1st leg Ipswich 1 Norwich 1 
2nd leg Norwich 3 Ipswich 1 

Norwich won 4-2 on agg 


FINAL 


Middlesbro 0 Norwich 2 
Jerome 12 
Redmond 15 




LEFT: Fans gather on 
Bournemouth beach for 
the Championship 
celebration parade 

ABOVE: Cherries manager 
Eddie Howe greets fans 

RIGHT: Bournemouth 
skipper Tommy Elphick 
shows off the 
Championship trophy 


After the beach party 
comes the hard graft 


BOURNEMOUTH were 
teetering dangerously close to 
the financial precipice seven 
years ago - now they are 
preparing for their first ever 
season in the top-flight. 

The south-coast town has 
witnessed a quite remarkable 
rise over recent seasons, 
meaning trips to some of the 
league’s backwaters are being 
replaced by matches against the 
Premier League’s elite. 

Few could have believed the 
Cherries being in this position 
in 2008, when chairman Jeff 
Mostyn wrote a cheque a mere 
five minutes before the 
administrator was due to close 
down the club. 

A late Steven Fletcher goal 
was all that prevented them 
from dropping out of the 
Football League the following 
year, yet here they are now in 


by Simon Peach 


the Premier League, an 
amazing rise for which Eddie 
Howe deserves no little credit. 

A sturdy if unspectacular 
defender, injury brought his 
playing career to a premature 
end so he turned his hand to 
management - a career that 
clearly suits the 37-year-old. 

Howe oversaw 
Bournemouth’s survival and 
then promotion from League 
Two and, after a brief spell at 
Burnley, returned to the club to 
take them up through League 
One and the Championship. 

Last season’s success saw 
him named League Managers’ 
Association manager of the 
year and Football League 
manager of the decade, 
accolades which will only be 
added to if he can keep his 


We haven’t 
stopped working. 
We have been 
planning and 
preparing, with 
a lot of work 
going into our 
recruitment, and 
we have been 
pleased with the 
business we have 
done 

- Bournemouth boss 
Eddie Howe 


team up this season. “We 
haven’t stopped working,” 
said Howe. 

“We have been planning and 
preparing, with a lot of work 
going into our recruitment, and 
we have been pleased with the 
business we have done. 

“But there’s no substitute for 
training, and being out on the 
pitches with the players is the 
best part of the job for us.” 

Preparing for life at the top 
table means the Dorset club 
have been busy on and off the 
field, with their Dean Court 
home and Kings Park training 
base undergoing development. 

The first-team squad has also 
required attention, with a clutch 
of new players brought in to 
complement those that secured 
the Championship title. 

Experienced centre-back 
Sylvain Distin has been brought 


in, along with talented wide 
men Christian Atsu and Joshua 
King. Adam Federici has been 
signed to challenge No.l Artur 
Boruc, whose loan from 
Southampton was made 
permanent during the summer, 
but arguably the most exciting 
acquisition has been Tyrone 
Mings from Ipswich. 

A reported Arsenal target, the 
full-back arrived for a 
club-record fee of £8million 
and Howe believes he has 
acquired a “player of huge 
potential”, one who fits the 
mould of individuals he is 
looking for - young, 
progressive and ambitious. 

“Whether you are a player or 
a coach, you should always 
want to test yourself against the 
best,” said the Cherries boss. 

“We will certainly get the 
opportunity to do that.” 
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Bournemouth, Watford 
and Norwich City 



Neil gets 
ready to 
stand tall 



NORWICH manager Alex Neil 
knows hitting a £130million 
promotion jackpot at Wembley 
will count for nothing should 
his side fail to cope with life 
back in the Premier League. 

The Canaries secured a swift 
return to the elite when they 
despatched Middlesbrough 2-0 
in the Championship play-off 
final, cheered on by some 
40,000 massed ranks of the 
Yellow Army. 

Soon after the champagne 
corks had popped in the 
dressing room, Neil was 
already turning his attention to 
the battles which lie ahead for 
the Norfolk club. 

The former Hamilton 
player-manager presided over a 
remarkable run of 17 wins from 
25 matches after being 
appointed at the start of 
January, taking charge of a 
team outside the play-offs and 
struggling for consistency 
following a promising start 
under Neil Adams. And the 
34-year-old Scot is now 


by Jim van Wijk 


determined to focus on future 
challenges, rather than reflect 
on the impact he made during 
those four months. 

“I don’t think I need to sit 
down with the players and say 
‘forget about Wembley and 
promotion’, because that is 
always going to be in the past. 

“Now we move onto the next 
one and that is the way we 
always work since I have been 
here. Once the game is finished 
- win, lose or draw - it is about 
the next game,” he said. 

“You need to enjoy it on a 
personal level. But, for me, in 
the summer when I went away 
it was about looking to kick on 
now because, regardless of 
what I managed to help do here 
last year or what the team did, 
if we don’t do well this season 
then it won’t matter.” 

Having started the 2014-15 
campaign in charge of the 
Accies and plotting the 
downfall of Arboath at New 


Douglas Park, Neil knows he 
will have to quickly prove 
himself against the likes of 
Liverpool, Manchester City, 
Chelsea, Arsenal and 
Manchester United. 

“You are always evolving as 
a person, coach and manager. I 


am certainly better than I was 
two years ago. I will have to 
learn fast, but I am prepared to 
put the hours in to make us as 
equipped as can be to 
compete,” said the former 
Barnsley player. 

Graham Dorrans’ loan move 


from West Brom was made 
permanent earlier in the 
summer, while fellow former 
Baggies midfielder Youssouf 
Mulumbu has joined on a free 
and Norwich remain keen on 
Hull wing-back Robbie Brady. 

Neil is determined whatever 


Norwich City 



Manager Alex Neil 

Ground Carrow Road 

Capacity 26,034 

Website www.canaries.co.uk 

LAST SEASON Championship 
PosP W D L F A GD Pts 

3 46 25 11 10 88 48 40 86 

Won promotion play-offs 

Top scorer (Champ) Cameron Jerome 18 

FA Cup Third round 

League Cup Third round 


SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Graham Dorrans (West Brom), 
Youssouf Mulumbu (West Brom), Robbie 
Brady (Hull City). 

OUT: Cameron McGeehan (Luton), Mark 
Bunn (Aston Villa), Luciano Becchio 
(Belgrano), Carlos Cuellar, Javier Garrido 
(both released). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
To be relegated: Evs 


side he is able to send out for 
the season-opener against 
Crystal Palace will prove 
competitive. 

He said: “It is going to be 
extremely difficult, but we have 
our goals about what to do, so 
hopefully it will be enough.” 


Watford 



Manager Quique Flores 


Ground 

Capacity 


Vicarage Road 
21,577 


www.watfordfc.com 


LAST SEASON Championship 


Pos P W 

D 

L F A GD 

Pts 

2 46 27 

8 

11 91 50 41 

89 

Top scorer (Champ) Troy Deeney 

21 

FA Cup 


Third round 


League Cup 


Second round 



SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Sebastian Prodl (Werder Bremen), 
Juanfran (Real Betis) Giedrius Arlauskis 
(Steaua Bucharest), Matej Vydra (Udinese), 
Etienne Capoue (Tottenham), Valon 
Behrami (Hamburg), Miguel Britos (Napoli). 

OUT: Lewis McGugan (Sheffield 
Wednesday), Juanfran (Deportivo, loan). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
To be relegated: 8-13 


ornets buzzina aaain 



Watford skipper Troy Deeney in pre-season action 


by Tom Allnutt 


“WE’VE got lots of soldiers, 
but not enough artists,” said the 
then Watford manager Aidy 
Boothroyd after a 1-1 draw 
against Newcastle in May 
2007, the club’s most recent 
game in the Premier League. 

Much has changed since the 
Hornets were relegated eight 
years ago, finishing bottom of 
the table with a meagre 28 
points having managed only 
five wins all season. 

Boothroyd’s soldiers have 
long gone, along with the 
owners, the manager (10 times) 
and a quarter of the stadium. 

Watford, once the archetypal 
British long-ball merchants, are 
now a club flush with artists, 
tapping into the technical talent 
on the continent to the tune of 
91 goals in the Championship 
last season and a style of play 
unrecognisable from their old 
entrenched reputation. 

The Hornets’ rise to the top 
flight may not sit easy with 


more conventional ideals of 
footballing success in this 
country - consider multiple 
managerial changes, a host of 
foreign imports and the decline 
of a once nationally renowned 
academy system - but you will 
not hear any complaints from 
the Waford supporters. 

When the Pozzo family 


arrived at Vicarage Road, the 
club was on the brink of 
administration - now they are 
on the brink of going to Old 
Trafford, Stamford Bridge and 
the Etihad Stadium. 

Their chances of ensuring it 
is not a one-off stay will rely 
largely on the club’s trio of 
strikers, who were so lethal in 


the Championship, replicating 
at least some of their form in 
the top flight. 

Matej Vydra and Odion 
Ighalo, who together notched 
36 strikes last season, will 
certainly be key, but Watford’s 
heartbeat, on and off the field, 
remains captain Troy Deeney. 

Deeney’s 21 goals were 
crucial to Watford’s promotion 
success and the powerhouse 
forward handed the Hornets a 
huge boost in July by signing a 
fresh five-year contract. 

A new winger, central 
midfielder and centre half are 
all on the club’s to-buy list 
before the start of the season, 
but keeping Deeney fit and 
firing is the single most 
important ingredient to 
Watford’s survival. 

Quique Flores is a pragmatic 
coach, who once said he took 
inspiration from Rafael Benitez 
during the Spaniard’s tenure at 
Valencia, and he has made an 
effort already to strike a strong 
relationship with his skipper. 


“I think he’s top, top 
drawer,” Deeney said of Flores, 
who replaced former boss 
Slavisa Jokanovic in June. 

“I’m not saying that just to 
‘brown-nose’ him. I honestly 
think he’s probably the best 
I’ve worked with. 

“Some managers try to force 
that they’re the boss, but even 
though he’s quite laid-back, as 
soon as he’s talking everyone 
listens. With the little messages 
he’s been giving, and pushing 
myself to learn different 
positions and movements, it’s 
been fantastic for me.” 

Flores has already signed 
three defenders this summer in 
the hope of reducing the 
reliance on his potent attack, 
and Watford will continue to 
strengthen further ahead of the 
new campaign. 

If the new recruits can find 
their feet quickly and forge the 
fighting spirit for a relegation 
battle, the Hornets can defy 
old expectations in more ways 
than one. 



WATFORD 2/1 


NORWICH CITY 6/4' 
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West Ham United 


Premier League 201!: 



West Ham United 



Manager Slaven Bilic 


Ground Boleyn Ground 

Capacity 35,016 

Website www.whufc.com 


LAST SEASON Premier League 
Pos P W D L F A GD Pts 

12 38 12 11 15 44 47 -3 47 

Top scorer (Prem) Diafra Sakho 10 

FA Cup Fifth round 

League Cup Second round 


SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Darren Randolph (Birmingham), Pedro 
Obiang (Sampdoria), Dimitri Payet 
(Marseille), Angelo Ogbonna (Juventus), 
Manuel Lanzini (Al Jazira, loan), Carl 
Jenkinson (Arsenal, loan). 

OUT: Dan Potts (Luton), Stewart Downing 
(Middlesbrough), Carlton Cole, Guy Demel, 
Jussi Jaaskelainen (all released). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top 10 finish: 7-4 



Hammers boss fits the Bi 


NEW West Ham United 
manager Slaven Bilic is 
expecting “big things” on his 
return to Upton Park. 

The former Croatia coach 
was a huge hit during his 
18-month spell with the 
Hammers as a player, and he 
has been welcomed back to east 
London with open arms. 

Many West Ham fans never 
warmed to Sam Allardyce, 

Bilic’s predecessor, and the 
club made the decision to let 
the 60-year-old leave at the end 
of last season. 

The subsequent appointment 
of old favourite Bilic, coupled 
with Europa League 
qualification through the Fair 
Play League and an active 
summer on the transfer front, 
means the final season at Upton 
Park before the big move to the 
Olympic Stadium should be a 
memorable one for the club. 
Bilic will be aware of the 


by Mark Bryans 


expectations of both the 
supporters and owners, David 
Sullivan and David Gold, 
who continue to invest in their 
beloved team. 

Sullivan has already revealed 
former Besiktas manager 
Bilic will be sacked with no 
compensation if West Ham are 
relegated - in fact, Bilic will 
reportedly only claim a bonus 
if he can guide the side to a 
top-eight finish. 

But that does not faze the 
outspoken 46-year-old, who has 
set himself similarly high 
expectations. 

“We have already signed a 
few players and brought them 
into a good team,” Bilic said. 

“Sometimes they will click 
straight away and sometimes it 
will take a 

bit of time. We are aware of 
that, and we are going to try to 


make that adjustment period as 
short as possible. 

“We are expecting big things 
with West Ham. We are not 
big-headed and will take it step 
by step, but the early signs are 
promising.” 

Since taking charge on June 
9, Bilic has overseen the 
additions of Darren Randolph, 
Pedro Obiang, Martin 
Samuelsen, Dimitri Payet and 
Angelo Ogbonna to his ranks. 

Payet cost an eight-figure 
transfer fee as Sullivan and 
Gold look to build a team to 
reach their ambition ahead of 
the move to their controversial 
new Stratford home. 

One man who remains a 
constant is Mark Noble and the 
Canning Town boy, who has 
made more Premier League 
appearances for West Ham than 
anyone else, is relishing 
working under Bilic in the 
coming years. “We’ve got a 



STAR MAN 
Andy 
Carroll 


IF - and this is a very big if - West Ham 
can keep Andy Carroll fit, he can play a 
key role under Slaven Bilic. 

New Hammers boss Bilic has 
assured the imposing striker he has 
a big part to play, but fitness is 
everything for a player who 
has started only 12 Premier 
League games in each of the 
past two seasons. 



new manager and new ways, 
and the lads will have to get 
used to it,” he said. 

“Once the lads get used to it, 
the new manager will drill in to 
us how he wants us to play and 
how we’re going to gel. 

“Slaven is an approachable 
man, and he has made it clear 
that we can speak with him. 
He’s been fantastic up until 
now but it’s still pre-season, so 
it’s not normally well into the 
season until you see the real 
character of the manager. 

“We had Sam for four 
years and he did 
fantastically well for the 
club after getting us 
promoted and then 
spending three 
more years in the 
Premier League. 

“But there is now a 
bunch of new staff 
and new players and 
I’m looking forward 
to working with 
them all.” 

With Bilic’s Premier 
League reign starting 
away at Arsenal and a 
number of potentially 
tricky Europa League 
qualifiers to navigate 
just to reach the 
group stages, the 
pre-season 
optimism could well 
be tested in the early weeks 
of the campaign. 


Slaven Bilic as a West 
Ham player in 1997 an 
above, being introduo 
to the Upton Park crov 
on his return to the cli 
as manager 
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Southampton/Crystal Palace 



Saints capture Clasie act 


Dutch international ready 
to fill Schneiderlin’s boots 


by Simon Peach 


MANY predicted relegation 
following the so-called 
meltdown on the south coast, 
yet last season proved to be 
Southampton’s best-ever 
Premier League campaign 
- and one they are determined 
to build on. 

This time last year St Mary’s 
witnessed a bruising talent 
drain, with head coach 
Mauricio Pochettino followed 
out of the door by Adam 
Lallana, Dejan Lovren, Rickie 
Lambert, Luke Shaw and 
Calum Chambers. 

Dutch great Ronald Koeman 
was handed the unenviable task 
of steering Saints to calmer 
waters, yet some wily additions 
to complement the remaining 
talent meant he took them to 
new heights. 

Having flirted with 
Champions League 
qualification for much of the 
season, they came home 
seventh with a record points 
tally, meaning European 
football will return to St Mary’s 
for the first time in 12 years. 

That success has led the 
vultures to swoop yet again, 
but once more the calibre of 
Southampton’s replacements 
means few expect a dramatic 
drop-off. 

Maarten Stekelenburg, 
Juanmi, Cedric Soares and 
Cuco Martina all arrived as 
Nathaniel Clyne and Toby 
Alderweireld plumped for 
pastures new, while the man 
charged with filling Morgan 
Schneilderlin’s boots, Jordy 
Clasie, looks inspired. 

Schneiderlin’s seven-year 
stint on the south coast earned 
a £25million move to 
Manchester United, some of 
that reinvested in Dutch 
international Clasie for £8.4m. 

“It feels good to be joining 
Southampton,” said the 
highly-rated midfielder. “It’s a 
nice club, and I’m happy to be 
here. It’s a big club playing 
in what I think is the 
biggest and most 
important league. 

“Ronald being here 
is a big thing for me, 
and that was 
important in me 
coming here, but 
even if he wasn’t 
here, I’d have come to 
this club.” 

Saints’ fifth 
capture of 
the 




SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Juanmi (Malaga), Cedric Soares 
(Sporting Lisbon), Maarten Stekelenburg 
(Fulham), Cuco Martina (FC Twente), Jordy 
Clasie (Feyenoord), Steven Caulker (QPR). 

OUT: Nathaniel Clyne (Liverpool), Dani 
Osvaldo (released), Morgan Schneiderlin 
(Manchester United), Artur Boruc 
(Bournemouth), Jos Hooiveld (AIK). 

STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top-four finish: 12-1 


summer is unlikely to be the 
last as they continue to grow 
apace - don’t forget that four 
years ago they were playing in 
the third tier. 

Balancing domestic 
commitments and Europa 
League exertions will be a new 
challenge, although Clasie 
(below), like many at the club, 
are used to that juggling act. 

“I hope I can play many 
games here and, for this season, 
I hope we can play European 
football,” said Clasie, looking 
ahead to the group stage of the 
Europa League. 

“They did well last year and 
I hope that we can repeat it this 
year. I hope I have great 

moments here. I’m looking 
forward to great 
moments with the 
fans, my team-mates 
and the club.” 

If Koeman can 
gel the likes of 
Clasie, Juanmi and 
Cedric as quickly as 
the last crop, this 
could yet be another 
season to remember 
at St Mary’s. 


BARELY six months have passed since Alan 
Pardew was appointed the permanent 
successor to Neil Warnock at Crystal Palace. 

Having won only three of his 16 Premier 
League games in charge, Warnock, in his 
second Selhurst Park spell, had handed over 
a club desperately out of form and hovering 
in the relegation zone. Prospects of a third 
successive season in the top flight were bleak. 

Yet by the end of the campaign a free- 
flowing Palace, unrecognisable from 
Warnock’s tenure, had soared to 10th place. 

A1-0 victory over Swansea on the final 
day of the season completed one of the most 
spectacular turnarounds in Premier League 
history - a top-half finish for a team which 
had been teetering on the brink. 

And ambitions for the new season were 
immediately clear when Yohan Cabaye, the 
talented France international, arrived from 
Paris St Germain in a record £12.8m move. 

Scott Dann, the club’s player of the year 
last season, committed his future to Palace 
by signing a new five-year deal, while the 
pressure on Glenn Murray to provide the 
goals will have been eased considerably by 
the arrival of Patrick Bamford on a season- 
long loan from Chelsea. 

The England Under-21 striker has been 
prolific in loan spells at MK Dons, Derby 
County and Middlesbrough, but now has the 
chance to prove to his parent club that he 
can deliver at the top level. 

And Yannick Bolasie, whose stunning 
displays last season saw Pardew slap a £40m 
transfer fee on his head, is still at the club. 

You can hardly blame them for feeling a 


Pardew’s 
revolution 
has Eagles 
flying high 

little giddy in south London ahead of the 
new season. But will Palace now build on 
their highest ever Premier League finish? Is 
European football really a realistic target for 
Pardew’s men? 

Cabaye, who is said to have turned down 
Atletico Madrid and Roma in his pursuit of 
a move to Selhurst Park, believes so. 

“I wanted to come and play for Palace 
because there are some really strong players 
here,” he said. “They finished very well last 
season and I think they can compete to get 
into the top eight.” 

Such lofty ambitions will rely heavily on 
Cabaye. He starred at Newcastle, but 
flopped at PSG. 

The form of Bolasie and Jason 
Puncheon, who signed a four-year deal in 
May following a string of impressive 
displays, will be important, too. 

It will be tough to match last season’s 
feats, yet you fancy that under Pardew, this 
Palace side may just surprise us once more 
this season. 



Manager Alan Pardew 


Ground 

Capacity 


Selhurst Park 
26,309 


Website www.cpfc.co.uk 


LAST SEASON Premier League 
PosP W D L F A GD Pts 

10 38 13 9 16 47 51 -4 48 

Top scorer (Prem) Glenn Murray 7 


FA Cup Fifth round 

League Cup Third round 


SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Yohan Cabaye (Paris Saint-Germain), 
Patrick Bamford (Chelsea, loan), 

Alex McCarthy (QPR). 


OUT: Shola Ameobi, Stephen Dobbie, Owen 
Garvan, Peter Ramage, Jerome Thomas (all 
released), Kyle De Silva (Notts County), 
Lewis Price (Sheffield Wednesday), Jack 
Hunt (Sheffield Wednesday, loan). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top 10 finish: 2-1 


P 10 FINISH 
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CRYSTAL PALACE 2/1 


twitter.com/stanjames 

^ facebook.com/stanjamesbet 

Prices subject to fluctuation. General te 


Download on tna 

• AppStore 


d conditions apply. See www.Stan J; 


StanJames.com 

who are you with? 

lames.comforfurtherdetails.www.gambleaware.co.uk 











































24 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, August 8,2015 


Everton/Sunderland 



Deulofeu back 
and ready for 
next big step 


by Carl Markham 

EVERTON winger Gerard 
Deulofeu has carried the tag of 
being the “next big thing” for 
some time, but manager 
Roberto Martinez believes he 
will soon start to deliver on his 
early promise. 

Hailed as the best of the next 
generation of youngsters to 
emerge from the Catalan’s 
famed La Masia academy, the 
21-year-old has struggled to 
find his feet. 

Unable to hold down a place 
in Barcelona’s first team squad, 
he was loaned out to Everton 
and Seville - and it was the first 
of those spells that laid the 
foundations for a permanent 
move to Goodison Park. 

Martinez believes severing 
ties with the club he joined as a 
nine-year-old - even if Barca 
retain a buy-back option for the 
next two years - can only 
benefit the youngster. 

“He hasn’t got that feeling in 
the back of his mind that he is 
going to go back to his parent 
club,” he said. “He now needs 
to find solutions by himself, 
and he needs to earn the right to 
develop into a world-class 
footballer. When he gets the 
ball you stand up and pay 
attention. That type of player is 
very difficult to find. 

“He has the talent to do that, 
but now there are many other 
aspects he needs to understand 
as a team player and as part of 
a team, the certain actions you 
need to do. 

“It is not going to be 
overnight, but I believe we 
have the perfect environment 
for him to develop 
and fulfil his 
enormous 
potential. 

“I’m 
looking 
forward to 
seeing how he 


Everton 




Manager Roberto Martinez 

Ground Goodison Park 

Capacity 40,221 

Website www.evertonfc.com 

LAST SEASON Premier League 
PosP W D L F A GD Pts 

11 38 12 11 15 48 50 -2 47 

Top scorer (Prem) Romelu Lukaku 10 

FA Cup Third round 

League Cup Third round 

Europa League Last 16 

SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Gerard Deulofeu (Barcelona), Tom 
Cleverley (Manchester United), 

David Henen (Olympiakos). 

OUT: Sylvain Distin (Bournemouth), 

Luke Garbutt (Fulham, loan), Antolin 
Alcaraz (released), Francisco Junior 
(Wigan, loan), Jonjoe Kenny (Wigan, loan). 

STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top-four finish: 14-1 


can develop into one of the 
most exciting attacking players 
in European football.” 

Deulofeu (below) admits his 
two loan spells allowed him to 
develop outside the confines of 
Barcelona, and believes he 
returns to England a more 
rounded individual. 

“I am a more mature player 
now,” he said. “When I first 
came to Everton I came from 
the Spanish second division. I 
learned a lot at Sevilla last 
season, even though I didn’t 
play that much. 

“I am going to carry on 
learning throughout my career 
but, yes, I agree, I am a better 
footballer now than I was two 
seasons ago.” 

The acquisition of England 
international Tom Cleverley, 
whose contract expired at 
Manchester United, also gives 
Martinez midfield options. 
Another central 
defender is high on 
the Spaniard’s list of 
targets after the 
departures of Sylvain 
Distin and Antolin 
Alcaraz effectively left 
only two senior centre-backs in 
Phil Jagielka and John Stones. 



Advocaat 
in the spirit 


Dutchman is 
back for more 
on Wearside 


Sunderland 


Manager 

Dick Advocaat 

Ground 

Stadium of Light 

Capacity 

49,000 

Website 

www.safc.com 


LAST SEASON Premier League 
Pos P W D L F A GD Pts 

16 38 7 17 14 31 53 -22 38 

Top scorer (Prem) Fletcher/Wickham 5 


FA Cup Fifth round 

League Cup Third round 


SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Sebastian Coates (Liverpool), 

Adam Matthews (Celtic), Jeremain Lens 
(Dynamo Kiev), Younes Kaboul (Spurs). 


OUT: El-Hadji Ba (Charlton), Santiago 
Vergini (Getafe, loan), Anthony Reveillere 
(released). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
To be relegated: 9-4 


The last ; 
four or 

years, it 

every 
year the 
same 
and 

that’s not 
good for 
your 
heart 
and 

also my 
heart 

Dick 
Advocaat 


DICK ADVOCAAT 
returned to Sunderland 
hoping to avoid another 
desperate fight for Premier 
League survival for the 
good of his health. 

The 67-year-old 
Dutchman reprised 
predecessor Gus Poyet’s 
great escape at the end of 
the previous season by 
preserving Sunderland’s 
top-flight status in a 
nine-game cameo before 
heading off into the sunset 
and - at least Mrs Advocaat 
thought - retirement. 

But within weeks, 
prompted by insistent 
cajoling from chairman 
Ellis Short and sporting 
director Lee Congerton, 
Advocaat finally received 
the green light from his wife 
to resume on Wearside, 
having whetted his appetite 
for an extended stay. 

However, he returned 
with eyes wide open and 
having received assurances 
that the mistakes of the 
past, which had cast the 
club in the role of perennial 
strugglers, would be 
addressed in earnest. 

Advocaat said: “The last 
four or five years, it was 
every year the same and 
that’s not good for your 
heart - and also my heart. 

“What I have said already 
- and we discussed it with 
Lee and with the president 
at the end of last season - 
we need more competition 
in the squad.” 

The process of identifying 
and capturing the players 
required has been in full 
flow, and while it started at 


by Damian Spellman 

the back - Sebastian Coates 
completed a permanent 
move from Liverpool after a 
loan spell and Younes 
Kaboul and Adam 
Matthews soon followed - 
the focus has not only been 
on defence. 

Sunderland scored only 
31 goals in their 38 League 
games last season, despite 
investing heavily in former 
England striker Jermain 
Defoe in January, and while 
none of the club’s strikers 
could count themselves as 
prolific over the campaign, 
Advocaat was equally 
concerned by the lack of 
supply lines. 

He said: “We did not 
create a lot of chances the 
whole season and we did not 
score a lot of goals, but 
providing for the strikers 
was also not good.” 

The £8m capture of 
capture of Dutchman 
Jeremain Lens from 
Dynamo Kiev should go 
some way to solving that 
problem, while Ricky 
Alvarez’s loan from Inter 
was turned into a 
permanent signing. 

Advocaat is already 
regarded as a cult hero on 
Wearside after their 
unlikely escape, and he is 
hoping the support which 
helped carry his team over 
the finishing line remains 
intact for the new campaign. 

He said: “The support of 
the fans in every stadium is 
so important, especially for 
us, so hopefully they can do 
the same.” 
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Premier League by numbers 
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John Terry’s goal for 
Chelsea against 
Liverpool last season 
was his 39th, a new 


was nis $ytn, a new 
record for a defender in u 
the Premier League, 
overtaking dead-ball ^ 
expert David Unsworth. * 




Sergio Aguero 

3 

Only three players scored 
20 goals or more in the 
Premier League last season 
- Manchester City’s Sergio 
Aguero (26), Tottenham 
youngster Harry Kane (21) 
and Chelsea spearhead 
Diego Costa (20). 


105 

Everton midfielder Gareth Barry reached a new 
record number of Premier League yellow cards last 
season, passing Lee Bowyer and Kevin Davies. 



34 

The highest number of 
goals scored in a 
42-game season, by 
Andy Cole (Newcastle 
United, 1993-94) and 
Alan Shearer (Blackburn 
Rovers, 1994-95). 
Shearer (Blackburn 
Rovers, 1995-96), 
Cristiano Ronaldo 
(Manchester United, 
2007-08) and Luis 
Suarez (Liverpool, 
2103-14) all scored 31 in 
a 38-game season. 


260 

Alan Shearer’s record 
number of Premier League 
goals. Thierry Henry has 
scored most for a single 
club, 175 for Arsenal. 


The number of hat-tricks 
Alan Shearer scored for 
Blackburn in 1995-96. He 
scored 11 in total in the 
Premier League. 



Record man Alan Shearer 


47 

Peter Crouch overtook 
Alan Shearer last season as 
scorer of most headers in 
the Premier League. 

17 

Ian Wright, Robin van 
Persie, Andy Cole and Alan 
Shearer all scored against 
17 different teams in a 
single Premier League 
season. 



7 

The record number of 
clubs Craig Bellamy 
scored for in the 
Premier League: 
Coventry, Newcastle, 
Blackburn, Liverpool, 
West Ham, Manchester 
City and Cardiff City. 



Ryan Giggs’ record 
number of Premier 
League appearances. 


274 

The record number of days 
Chelsea spent at the top of 
the table last season, going 
in front on August 30 and 
staying there until the end 
of the season. Manchester 
United held the previous 
record with 262 days in 
1993-94. 

1 

The number of games 
Derby County won in the 
2007-08 season. 

75 

The smallest points tally to 
win a Premier League title, 
by Manchester United in 
1996-97. 

0 

Leeds United (1992-93), 
Coventry City (1999- 
2000), Wolves (2003-04), 
Norwich City (2004-05), 
Derby County (2007-08) 
and Hull City (2009-10) 
have all gone through 
entire Premier League 
seasons without winning 
an away game. 

18 

The biggest Premier 
League title-winning 
margin. Manchester United 
were crowned champions 
in 1999-2000 with 91 
points to Arsenal’s 73. 

103 

Chelsea’s record Premier 
League goal tally in the 
2009-10 season. 

1,482 

The number of times 
Premier League games 
have ended 1-0. 

3 

Most promotions to the 
Premier League by a 
manager, Steve Bruce with 
Birmingham City, twice, 
and Hull City. Dave Bassett 
is the most relegated 
manager, taking Sheffield 
United, Leicester City and 
Nottingham Forest down. 


4 
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Leicester City 




w 


I’m so glad to 
be here In a 
dub with such 
a great 
tradition as 
Leicester City. / 
have worked at 
many great 
clubs, in many 
top leagues, 
but since / left 
Chelsea I have 
dreamt of 
another chance 
to work in the 
best league in 
the world again 

- Claudio Ranieri 


Ground King Power Stadium 


Capacity 

32,262 


Website 

www.lcfc.com 


LAST SEASON Premier League 


Pos P W 

D 

L F A GD 

Pts 

14 38 11 

8 

19 46 55 -9 

41 

Top scorer (Prem) 

Leonardo Ulloa 

11 

FA Cup 


Fifth round 


League Cup 


Second round 



SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Christian Fuchs (Schalke), Robert Huth 
(Stoke), Shinji Okazaki (Mainz). 

OUT: Esteban Cambiasso, Zoumana 
Bakayogo, Conrad Logan, Matthew Upson, 
Gary Taylor-Fletcher, James Pearson (all 
released), Paul Gallagher (Preston), 
Anthony Knockaert (Standard Liege), Chris 
Wood (Leeds), Tom Hopper (Scunthorpe). 

STAN JAMES ODDS 
To be relegated: 3-1 


Ranieri back in Premier League after turbulent summer 


by Nick Mashiter 


NEW manager Claudio Ranieri 
knows he must repay Leicester 
City’s trust after his surprise 
return to the Premier League. 

The Italian was the shock 
choice to replace Nigel Pearson 
after the 51-year-old’s exit 
during a turbulent summer at 
the King Power Stadium. 

Pearson’s exit followed the 
sacking of three players - 
including his son, James - for 
their part in a sexually-explicit 
video, during which racist 
language was used. 

Ranieri, known as the 
Tinkerman for his constant 
team changes, returns to 
England for the first time since 
he left Chelsea in 2004, when 
he led them to second place in 
Roman Abramovich’s first 
season. 

And, ahead of Leicester’s 
opening game at home to 
Sunderland, the 63-year-old 
is well aware he must get 
results. 

“I’m so glad to be here in a 
club with such a great tradition 
as Leicester City. I have 
worked at many great clubs, in 


many top leagues, but since I 
left Chelsea I have dreamt of 
another chance to work in the 
best league in the world again,” 
said Ranieri, after signing a 
three-year deal. “I wish to 
thank the owner, his son and 
all the executives for the 
opportunity they are giving me. 

“Now I’ve only one way for 
returning their trust: squeeze all 
my energies to getting the best 
results for the team.” 

The Poxes’ great escape at 
the end of last season looked to 
have secured Pearson’s future 
as they became just the third 
team in the history of the 
Premier League to survive after 
being bottom at Christmas. 

▲ 



STAR MAN 
Robert 
Huth 




Seven wins in their last nine 
games saved Leicester, but a 
breakdown in his relationship 
with the club’s board sparked 
Pearson’s June exit. A touchline 
blast at a fan, an altercation 
with Crystal Palace’s James 
McArthur and his bizarre 
ostrich rant at a journalist also 
tarnished Pearson’s reputation 
during a roller-coaster 
campaign. 

Then came the sacking of his 
son, James, who, along with 
Adam Smith and Tom 
Hopper, appeared in 
a leaked sexually-explicit video 
which also contained racist 
language during the club’s 
end-of-season tour in Thailand 


in June. Before his axing, 
though, Pearson had already 
turned Robert Huth’s loan 
move into a permanent deal 
from Stoke and secured the 
signing of Mainz striker 
Shinji Okazaki. 

Austria international 
Christian Puchs joined on a free 
transfer from Schalke as part of 
the Poxes’ rebuilding, which 
included handing Dean 
Hammond and Jeff Schlupp 
new deals. 

Ranieri did, however, have to 
concede early defeat in his 
attempts to keep the influential 
Esteban Cambiasso - with the 
Argentina man opting against 
extending his stay. 


ROBERT HUTH’S arrival on loan H* 
from Stoke last season coincided 
with Leicester’s remarkable 
escape from relegation. + 

Now they have the no-nonsense \ 
German defender on a 
permanent basis, they will 
need him to be just as j ^ 
effective if they are to ' 
repeat the feat. 


Leicester City 



Manager Claudio Ranieri 


TO BE RELEGATE 


LEICESTER CITY 3/1 
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Stoke City/West Brom 




For all Stoke’s newcomers, the return from injury of Bojan Krkic could be the club’s best news this summer 

Hughes spins 
Potters’ wheel 


Stoke City 



Manager Mark Hughes 

Ground Britannia Stadium 


Capacity 27,743 

Website www.stokecityfc.com 

LAST SEASON Premier League 
PosP W D L F A GD Pts 

9 38 15 9 14 48 45 3 54 

Top scorer (Prem) Marne Biram Diouf 12 

FA Cup Fifth round 

League Cup Fourth round 

SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Jakob Haugaard (FC Midtjylland), 

Philipp Wollscheid (Bayer Leverkusen), 
Joselu (Hannover), Shay Given (Aston Villa), 
Marco van Ginkel (Chelsea, loan), Glen 
Johnson (Liverpool), Moha El Ouriachi 
(Barcelona), Ibrahim Afellay (Barcelona. 

OUT: Robert Huth (Leicester), Steven 
Nzonzi (Sevilla), Asmir Begovic (Chelsea). 

STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top 10 finish: 10-1 


by Andy Hampson 

STOKE CITY fans may have 
plenty to look forward in the 
coming season. 

Manager Mark Hughes has 
been busy over the summer, 
living up to his word to bring 
in new faces. 

Hughes has maintained 
Stoke’s steady progress over 
the past two years and 
oversaw a highest 
Premier League 
finish of ninth 
last term. 

He did that on the 
League’s lowest 
transfer outlay and, 
with that solid 
foundation, there is 
genuine cause for 
optimism as new 
players come in. 

Hughes had six 
players signed 
before his squad 
had even started 
kicking balls in 
anger on their L 
pre-season tour ( 

- and was 
promising more. 

Landing 
former 
Liverpool 
right-back 



Glen Johnson, who played at 
the World Cup just over a year 
ago, on a free transfer was a 
coup, and the arrival of veteran 
goalkeeper Shay Given should 
offset the loss of Asmir 
Begovic to Chelsea, with Jack 
Butland ready to step up. 

Securing Philipp Wollscheid 
(below) on a permanent deal 
was also good business and 
Chelsea loanee Marco van 
Ginkel comes highly 
rated. 

Hughes did miss out 
on some notable targets 
in Yevhen Konoplyanka, 
Daniel Wass and Xherdan 
Shaqiri, but money was 
' spent on another goalkeeper, 
A Jakob Haugaard, and 
^ Spanish striker 

Joselu, and there 
is more cash 
available. 

Losing the 
influential 
Steven 
Nzonzi was 




new signing, 
but in the 



return of one of last season’s 
star performers. 

Spanish striker Bojan Krkic 
made a big impression after 
moving to the Potteries from 
Barcelona last year, quickly 
establishing himself as one of 
the focal points of the team. 

He was enjoying a strong 
spell of form when he was 
struck down by a serious knee 
injury playing in an FA Cup tie 
at Rochdale in January. 

Earlier in the game he had 
scored a stunning goal to set up 
a convincing victory, but the 
night ended badly for him and 
the club, with the 24-year-old 
out for the rest of the season. 

Rehabilitation has gone well, 
and Bojan is hopeful of being 
back in action for the start of 
the new campaign. 

He said: “I’m very happy to 
be back and my focus is to start 
the new season playing at the 
same level I was before I got 
injured. 

“I know I’m going to come 
back stronger. I want to enjoy 
football again and play good 
football for Stoke City, for the 
fans, my team-mates and of 
course for myself.” 

“My injury was not good, but 
that is life. You have to take the 
next step and go up again.” 


UT\ 




10 FINISH 


STOKE CITY 10/1 


^ twitter.com/stanjames 
^ facebook.com/stanjamesbet 
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Pulis has Albion 
on the up and 
up - Gardner 


by Nick Mashiter 

WEST BROM midfielder Craig 
Gardner believes the Baggies 
can crack the Premier League’s 
top 10 under Tony Pulis. 

The 28-year-old reckons 
Albion will only improve under 
Pulis, who comfortably guided 
them to safety last season. 

The exits of technical 
director Terry Burton and head 
of recruitment Mervyn Day this 
summer also gave Pulis greater 
control, as he looks to stamp 
his mark on the team. 

Pulis replaced Alan Irvine in 
January, taking the club to 13th, 
and Gardner (below) insists 
they are capable of securing a 
top-half place in 2015-16 for 
the first time since 2013. 

“With the way we finished 
last season, if we can take that 
into this season I can’t see any 
reason why we can’t push hard 
for a top-10 finish,” he said. 

“We’ve got everything in 
place. We’ve got a great bunch 
of lads, a great coaching staff 
and manager, so I don’t see 
why we can’t really push on. 

“We were talking the other 
day and we said we wanted a 
good cup run. 

“We’ve had a good start to 
pre-season and we don’t want 
to let it go to waste.” 

In the background, the club 
are close to a takeover after 
chairman Jeremy Peace granted 
exclusivity to one party, 
although the club have stressed 
it will not harm transfer plans. 

A club statement said: “The 
chairman, head coach Tony 
Pulis, chief executive Mark 
Jenkins and Richard Garlick, 
the director of football 
administration, have met to 
discuss and progress future 
transfer targets. 

“They remain in constant 
dialogue over the re-shaping of 
the first-team squad.” 

James McClean has joined 
from Wigan for £1.5million, 
while Graham Dorrans and 
Youssouf Mulumbu both 
left for Norwich. 

The Baggies were also 
interested in Bakary 
Sako, with the Wolves 
forward available on a 
free, but baulked at his 
wage demands. 

Pulis has been 
heavily linked 
with QPR’s 
Matt 
Phillips, 
while 


West Brom 



Manager Tony Pulis 


Ground 

Capacity 


The Hawthorns 
26,850 


Website www.wba.co.uk 

LAST SEASON Premier League 
PosP W D L F A GD Pts 

13 38 11 11 16 38 51 -13 44 

Top scorer (Prem) Saido Berahino 14 

FA Cup Quarter-finals 

League Cup Fourth round 

SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: James McClean (Wigan), James Chester 
(Hull City). 

OUT: Graham Dorrans (Norwich), Alex 
Jones (Birmingham), Youssouf Mulumbu 
(Norwich) Jason Davidson (Huddersfield), 
Georgios Samaras (released), Chris Baird 
(Derby). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top-10 finish: 3-1 


Claudio Yacob and Gareth 
McAuley signed new deals. 

Saido Berahino will look to 
build on his 20 goals from last 
season, but Pulis is still keen on 
striking reinforcements with the 
future of record signing Brown 
Ideye still in doubt. 

Pulis is also hunting a new 
goalkeeper, with Ben Foster out 
until October with a cruciate 
knee ligament injury, and he 
expects a fight to return to the 
England squad with the side on 
course for Euro 2016. 

“Roy Hodgson gave me a 
call and told me how sorry he 
was and how unlucky I was. 

Things like that happen, you 
have to roll with it and 
suck it up,” said 
V Foster. “I don’t expect 
l’ any favours, definitely 
1 not, it’s the way it is. 
f “You have to pick 
j the players on form. If 
you’re not playing or 
not performing I don’t 
see why you should 
expect to be in 
the team.” 
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Aston Villa/Swansea City 



Sherwood 
in double 
whammy 


TIM SHERWOOD will hope his 
summer rebuild at Aston Villa will ease 
fears after seeing the club’s crown 
jewels stripped away. 

Christian Benteke’s departure to 
Liverpool, after they met his 
£32.5million release fee clause, and 
Fabian Delph’s controversial switch to 
Manchester City, cut the heart out of 
Villa’s squad. 

The pair were key to the club beating 
the drop last season and Sherwood 
planned to mould the team around them 
as he attempts to finally end Villa’s 
relegation struggles. 

Belgium striker Benteke scored 49 
goals in 101 appearances for Villa since 
a £7m move from Genk in 2012, but the 
club failed to persuade him to stay. 

Sherwood had revived Benteke’s form 
in front of goal, which brought 12 goals 
in the final 12 games to keep them in the 
top flight, but now the manager is 
hoping Jordan Ayew can effectively 
replace him. 

“You can take a gamble on a foreign 
player, but you’d hope they had played 
in the Premier League previously,” he 


by Nick Mashiter 


said. “Sometimes you have to take that 
gamble. But I want to make sure he is 
better than the ones we’ve got. 

“Also, Premier League loans is an 
option to us. There will be players at 
other clubs where they want their 
players to go out and play some games. 
We can be that club.” 

Benteke will follow Delph out of the 
door after the midfielder opted to quit 
Villa - just days after pledging to stay. 

The England star eventually signed 
for City for £8m, despite initially 
turning them down and stating he was 
loyal to Villa. 

The club have remained tight-lipped 
about Delph, but it will have cut them 
deep after the captain initially pulled the 
plug on a move. 

Sherwood also confirmed in July a 
takeover had fallen through, leaving 
owner Randy Lerner still in charge, 
although the American is expected to 
step down as chairman. 

Lerner, though, has backed Sherwood 
in the transfer market, with Lille 



Idrissa Gueye, 
left, will be 
under pressure 
to raise morale 
at Villa after the 
departure of 
Fabian Delph 
and Christian 
Benteke 


Aston Villa 



Manager 

Tim Sherwood 

Ground 

Villa Park 

Capacity 

42,788 

Website 

www.avfc.co.uk 


LAST SEASON Premier League 
Pos P W D L F A GD Pts 

17 38 10 8 20 31 57 -26 38 

Top scorer (Prem) Christian Benteke 13 


midfielder Idrissa Gueye joining on a 
four-year deal. 

“He’s been one of the best young 
midfielders in France for the last few 
seasons and there were a lot of teams 
trying to sign him,” said Sherwood. 

“I believe we are signing a player 
who is hungry to succeed, is entering 
what should be his best years and is 
perfectly suited to the Premier League.” 

Micah Richards signed from 
Manchester City after his contract 
expired at the Etihad, Scott Sinclair 
made his loan move from City 


permanent while keeper Mark Bunn 
joined from Norwich on a free transfer 
to replace Shay Given, who left for 
Stoke. Left-back Jordan Amavi also 
moved from Nice as Sherwood 
raided Ligue 1. 

Ray Wilkins joined Sherwood’s 
backroom team as his assistant and 
former skipper Ron Vlaar left after his 
contract expired. 

Villa’s £24m record signing Darren 
Bent was released, while Andi Weimann 
joined Derby and Matt Lowton moved 
to Burnley. 


FA Cup Runners-up 

League Cup Second round 


SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Jordan Ayew (Lorient), Scott Sinclair 
Mark Bunn (Norwich), (Manchester City), 
Micah Richards (Manchester City), Idrissa 
Gueye (Lille), Jordan Amavi (Nice), Jose 
Angel Crespo (Cordoba). 

OUT: Christian Benteke (Liverpool), Fabian 
Delph (Manchester City), Marc Albrighton 
(Leicester), Nathan Delfouneso (Blackpool). 

STAN JAMES ODDS 
To be relegated: 3-1 


Swansea City 



Website www.swanseacity.net 


LAST SEASON Premier League 
Pos P W D L F A GD Pts 

8 38 16 8 14 46 49 -3 56 

Top scorer (Prem) Wilfried Bony 9 

FA Cup Fourth round 

League Cup Fourth round 


SUMMER TRANSFERS 

IN: Andre Ayew (Marseille), Franck Tabanou 
(St Etienne), Kristoffer Nordfeldt 
(Heerenveen), Eder (Braga), Ollie McBurnie 
(Bradford), Tom Holland (Manchester City). 

OUT: Gerhard Tremmel, Alan Tate, Curtis 
Obeng (all released), Rory Donnelly 
(Gillingham), David Cornell (Oldham), Jazz 
Richards (Fulham), Kenji Gorre (Den Haag). 


STAN JAMES ODDS 
Top 10 finish: 5-4 


Swans aim to crash through ceiling 


SWANSEA CITY’S best Premier 
League season led many observers to 
suggest, in May, that they had finally 
reached their ceiling. 

The club that had spent the past 
decade climbing through the divisions 
before establishing themselves alongside 
the big boys of English football had 
finished in eighth place with a record 56 
points - and even manager Garry Monk 
conceded “what we’re doing is probably 
the most we can achieve right now”. 

Monk said the club had to grow off 
the pitch to continue to progress on it, 
but the feelgood factor has rolled on at 
the Liberty Stadium to such an extent 
this summer that Swansea are looking 
upwards for a tilt at European football. 

The youngest manager in the Premier 
League has signed a new three-year deal 
to build on his excellent first full season 
in charge, and wasted no time this 
summer adding to a squad which made 
light of the £28million sale of star 
striker Wilfried Bony last January. 

Ghana forward Andre Ayew has 
arrived from Marseille, despite being 
linked with bigger and wealthier clubs, 
so too Portugal striker Eder, former 
France Under-21 defender Franck 
Tabanou and Sweden’s Kristoffer 
Nordfeldt, who will provide competition 


by Phil Blanche 


in the goalkeeping department for 
Lukasz Fabianski. 

Just as importantly, Swansea have 
kept their squad intact this summer and 
tied down the likes of Neil Taylor and 
Jonjo Shelvey to long-term deals. 

“You always dream and want more,” 
said Monk. “Taking the next step could 
be the hardest, but this season is one of 
the biggest in the club’s history. 

“If you look at the rewards with all 
the TV rights and the money the club 
can gain from the following season, then 
it’s massive.” 

Swansea were only one place shy of 
qualifying for Europe last term as 
Southampton took the final Europa 
League spot. The competition is often 
viewed as a poisoned chalice, but Monk 
insists that is where Swansea should be 
setting their sights. 

“I want to experience that and manage 
in Europe,” added Monk. “I got a taste 
over the two legs against Napoli (when 
he succeeded Michael Laudrup in 2014) 
and it was fantastic. I would like to taste 
it again with my own team and put my 
own stamp on it. 

“This club is ambitious, which I like, 
and I want to try to grow here.” 



Swansea 
pulled off a 
transfer coup 
by attracting 
Ghana 

international 
forward 
Andre Ayew 
to the 
Liberty 
Stadium 




SWANSEA CITY 14/1 
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Stat attack ► 


2014-15 

record 


O Total Matches # Won # HW (Home wins) AW (Away wins) 

Key • Drawn • Lost • HL (Home losses) # AL (Away losses) 

(P) Promoted from Championship (C) In Championship m 


► Arsenal 



► Everton 



► Newcastle 



Finished: 

15th 

(39pts) 



m 




AW 

Finished: 
8th 

(56pts) 


! For Against 

27 22 


► Aston Villa 



► Leicester 



Finished: 

14th 

(41 pts) 


► Norwich (P) 



13 Finished: 

AW 3rd (C) 

Goals < 86 P ts ) 

Against 



► Tottenham 



► Bournemouth (P) 



► Liverpool 



For Against 

Home 30 20 

Away 


► Southampton 




Goals 


Home 

Away 


7 Finished: 
aw yth 

(60pts) 

Against 


► Watford (P) i watford 



13 Finished: 

2nd (C) 

(89pts) 

Against 


48 22 



Away 

27 29 


Away 

00 

CM 

CO 


Away 

14 25 


Away 

19 29 


► Chelsea 



Finished: 

1st 

(87pts) 


► Manchester City + ^ + 

Manager: 

Manuel Pellegrini 


2014/15 record 



► Stoke 


Manager: 

Mark Hughes 


2014/15 record 



► West Brom 



For Against 
Home 24 26 


► Crystal Palace 



► Manchester United 



Finished: 
4th 

aw (70pts) 


► Sunderland 




A d 

(f ■ 

3oals 

For Against 


Finished: 

12th 

(47pts) 


25 18 
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Betting guide 
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Sanchez to fire 
9-2 Gunners to 
overdue title 



A SETTLED team sprinkled 
with world-class talent, a 
winning mentality and one of 
the Premier League’s greatest 
ever managers in charge. 

I could easily be describing 
Jose Mourinho’s Chelsea as 
they embark on their title 
defence, but it’s just as well 
suited to another London giant. 

And, as difficult as it is to 
oppose any Mourinho side, 
Chelsea’s miserly 5-4 quote - 
and the fact they haven’t 
strengthened from last season 
- has convinced me to switch 
allegiance to Arsenal. 

Not since the Invincibles of 
of 2003-04 has Arsene Wenger 
assembled such a formidable- 
looking squad, and it’s about 
time they were taken seriously. 

The arrival of Alexis Sanchez 
last summer, to back-up the 


by Lenny Miller 


previous year’s capture of 
Mesut Ozil, has taken the 
Gunners to the next level, and 
their embarrassment of riches 
in midfield is the envy of every 
top-flight club. 

Now they have a world-class 
- and, more importantly, 
title-winning - keeper in Petr 
Cech to marshal what was a 
pretty solid backline during the 
second half of last season. 

And even if Wenger fails to 
bring in a striker, Olivier 
Giroud and Theo Walcott have 
proven themselves more than 
capable. Back-to-back LA Cup 
successes have lifted Arsenal 
out of their trophy slump and 
they are in a great position 
to be Chelsea’s nearest 
challengers at 9-2 (Stan James). 


The expected overhaul at 
Manchester City following a 
tepid defence of the title they 
won in 2013-14 has failed to 
materialise, and it remains to be 
seen if Raheem Sterling can 
live up to his £49million price 
tag, or whether Labian Delph 
can get enough minutes to 
justify him leaving Aston Villa. 

And if there is any truth to 
the rumours that Bayern 
Munich boss Pep Guardiola has 
already been lined up to replace 
Manuel Pellegrini next 
summer, then the Chilean’s 
position at the helm has already 
been compromised. 

City rivals Manchester 
United could make great strides 
after finishing fourth, judging 
by the signings they have 
made. Bastian Schweinsteiger 
and Morgan Schneiderlin will 


really strengthen their midfield 
- an area where they have been 
lacking for some time now. 

But it will be two steps back 
for United if David de Gea and 
Angel di Maria are sold, and 
Louis van Gaal has yet to 
bring in a striker to help Wayne 
Rooney. They will improve 
again no doubt, but a real title 
push may have to wait until 
next season. 

Liverpool, meanwhile, have 
had a productive summer in the 
transfer market, but the only 
way I can see them getting 
into the top four is if City 
completely blow up, which 


isn’t beyound the realms of 
possibility if Pellegrini loses 
the dressing room. 

At the other end of the table, 
Watford’s strike trio of Matej 
Vydra, Troy Deeney and Odion 
Ighalo - as well as a number of 
quality signings - should keep 
their heads above water. 

Norwich’s struggles to attract 
players has compromised their 
chances and they may go 
straight back down with 
Bournemouth. I’ve seen 
nothing from Sunderland, 
meanwhile, that suggests they 
will avoid yet another 
relegation scrap. 


Stan James odds 

TO WIN PREMIER LEAGUE 


Chelsea 

5-4 

Manchester City 

11-4 

Arsenal 

9-2 

Manchester United 

5-1 

Liverpool 

22-1 

Tottenham 

100-1 

TOP-FOUR FINISH 


Liverpool 

11-4 

Tottenham 

6-1 

Southampton 

12-1 

Everton 

14-1 

Swansea 

50-1 

Stoke 

50-1 

TOP-10 FINISH 


Stoke 

10-11 

Swansea 

5-4 

West Ham 

7-4 

Crystal Palace 

2-1 

Newcastle 

3-1 

West Brom 

3-1 

TO BE RELEGATED 


Watford 

8-13 

Norwich 

Evs 

Bournemouth 

11-10 

Sunderland 

9-4 

Aston Villa 

3-1 

Leicester 

3-1 
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New signing Oliver won’t have far too travel! 


OLIVER Bailey will not have to travel 
far when his new club Swindon Super¬ 
marine go to Winchester City this sea¬ 
son in the Evo-Stik Southern One South 
& West. 

The Winchester-based former South¬ 
ampton Academy hopeful, left, lives 
only a stone’s throw away from the Den- 
plan City Ground. 

A talented, young attacker, Bai¬ 
ley spent two years with the nearby 
Sparsholt Football Academy, run in 
partnership with Saints, and has now 


turned his attention back to football af¬ 
ter a busy summer’s cricket with Hurs- 
ley Park where he has made some first- 
team appearances. 

He played 19 games for Romsey Town 
in Sydenhams One last season and was 
cherry-picked by Supermarine on the 
recommendation of ex-Saints coach 
Dave Hockaway, Marine’s former foot¬ 
ball consultant. 

Bailey has impressed during pre-sea- 
son for the Swindon club, who finished 
14th in the South & West last term. 


Announcing his signing via the SSFC 
website, the Wiltshire club said: 

“Oli is a pacy player who will trouble 
the best of defences with his pace and 
movement and will provide the manag¬ 
er (Dave Webb) with an extra dimension 
in attack.” 

Supermarine are potential FA Cup 
preliminary round visitors for Sholing 
on August 29. First Dave Diaper’s men 
must safely negotiate the first hurdle at 
Horndean next Saturday (August 15). 


Barker persuaded to stay at 
Jam Boys for another term 



Danny Barker, left, in action for Whitchurch last season. 


Midfield man, 38, 
keen to stay after 
pre-season spell 

DANNY Barker has been per¬ 
suaded to stay another sea¬ 
son with Sydenhams Premier 
outfit Whitchurch United. 

At the age of 38, the Chandler’s 
Ford-based former Portsmouth, Bas¬ 
ingstoke Town and AFC Totton de¬ 
fender/midfielder had been looking 
to drop into the Hampshire Premier 
League. 

But after featuring in the Jam Boys’ 
last three friendlies, he is ready to 
lend his vast experience to another 
Wessex League campaign. 

Whitchurch boss Carl Bennett, who 
previously worked with Barker at 
Romsey Town, sees age as no barrier 
for his good friend. 

He said: “Danny still gets around 
the park and all the lads love him. 

“They all want him to be there. 

“When I said earlier in the sum¬ 
mer that he wasn’t coming back, they 
were disappointed. 

“Everyone likes him at the club and 
I think he’s got a vital role to play in 
central midfield for us. 

“He just reads the game so well. 

“He chats well too and talks the 
youngsters through the game.” 

Experience 

Barker already has years of mana¬ 
gerial experience under his belt with 
the likes of Colden Common, Sport¬ 
ing Bishop’s Waltham, Romsey and 
QK Southampton but, for the mo¬ 
ment, he just wants to concentrate on 
playing. 

“That’s fine as far as I’m concerned 
and the day that Danny decides that’s 
it playing-wise, then we’ll talk about 
other things,” said Bennett. 

“He’s 38, but he’s as fit as a fiddle. 

“He’s out twice a week doing 10k 
runs and he swims every other day 

“In fact Danny is probably one of 
the fittest players we’ve got. 

“He’s a very good friend but, talking 
to him as a manager, I said I wanted 


him to do another season with us at 
Whitchurch United, because he is 
still good enough. 

“Danny did look at going into the 
Hampshire Premier but, if he’s go¬ 
ing to play, he may as well do it at the 
highest level he can.” 

The Jam Boys - finishing in an 


excellent sixth last season - were due 
to open their season at home to Lym- 
ington Town today before becoming 
the first side to visit phoenix club 
Salisbury at the Ray Mac on Tuesday. 

When the fixtures came out Bit- 
terne Park-based Bennett felt playing 
Salisbury early might be an advan¬ 


tage while Steve Claridge’s newly- 
assembled side were still gelling. 

But he said: “They look like they’re 
clicking pretty quickly. 

“First we’ve got to get past Lyming- 
ton which is going to be tough. 

“In fact I think the league will be 
strong all round this year.” 


TV ground 
deal ends 

BASINGSTOKE Town’s home 
has gone back to being 
called The Camrose Ground 
following the end of the 
club’s one-year partnership 
with Soccer AM. 

For the last 12 months, the 
Dragons’ HQ has been known 
as the Soccer AM Stadium as 
part of a deal that saw the 
popular Sky TV show getting 
involved with all aspects of 
the Conference South (now 
National League South) club. 

A BTFC statement 
confirmed: “Basingstoke 
Town’s one-year partnership 
with Soccer AM has come to 
an end. 

“The club would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
everyone at Soccer AM for 
their support over the last 12 
months and wish them well 
for the new season. 

“Basingstoke Town have 
enjoyed a great amount of 
exposure from the link-up 
with the popular Sky TV show, 
as well as generating a great 
deal of money for charity. 

“Over the last 12 months 
we have seen the team being 
followed on their away trips, 
fans appearing on the show, 
Franky Fryer visiting 
Basingstoke for his ‘Away 
Days’ feature, the Crossbar 
Challenge, Max Rushden 
training and trialling with the 
team, Neil Sullivan running a 
goalkeeping masterclass, 
regular updates about the 
team on a Saturday morning 
and through social media, 
and the fantastic end-of- 
season charity match. 

“This will see the ground 
reverted back to its original 
name, The Camrose, and 
changes both inside the 
stadium itself and on the 
website are being worked on 
over the coming days to 
reflect this.” 

Youngster 

revelation 

BOURNEMOUTH Poppies 
manager Ken Vaughan has 
hailed as a “revelation” the 
emergence of 16-year-old 
defensive protege Grant 
Woodall. 

Centre-half Woodall was 
drafted in during pre-season 
and has turned in a number of 
impressive displays. 

That has prompted Vaughan 
to snap up the youngster on 
first-team forms for the 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
season. 

“Grant has been a pleasant 
surprise for us to say the 
least,” said the Victoria Park 
boss. 

“He has a good attitude and 
plenty about him for such a 
young lad. All he needs is a 
bit of experience in men’s 
football now. 

“We’re looking forward to 
bringing him on.” 
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Tony Lee [20] scores. 


Teenage striker leaves Spitfires on loan for Southern League outfit 


EASTLEIGH young gun Tony Lee is 
set to continue his development with 
Dorchester Town in the Southern Pre¬ 
mier Division. 

The teenage striker featured in the 
Magpies’ friendly against Truro City 
last Saturday having been part of the 
Spitfires’ squad for the bulk of pre¬ 
season. 

He has previously had loan spells 
in senior football with Wessex outfit 
Lymington and Tiverton Town of the 
Southern One South & West. 


Speaking earlier this week, Dorches¬ 
ter boss Mark Jermyn said: “We’ve 
got Tony in from Eastleigh and he 
looks good. 

“He’s strong and physical, can get 
hold of the ball, and is exactly what 
we need really. 

“Tony has been recommended to us 
by Eastleigh, so we’re going to look to 
take him on loan and we’re more than 
happy to do that. We just need to come 
to an agreement with Eastleigh. 

“When we came into pre-season we 


didn’t have a striker, then we had Ben 
(Watson), Mark (Irvine) and Jonah 
(Ayunga) and now we’ve got Tony 

“We’ve got a bit more depth now 
and they’ve all got different attributes 
which is positive as well.” 

Jermyn, meanwhile, insists he 
won’t be rushing back former East¬ 
leigh defender Chris Dillon following 
a knee injury 

Dillon, the Magpies’ standout player 
last term, picked up the problem dur¬ 
ing the second friendly of the sum¬ 


mer against Bridport. 

“Chris is having a couple of knee 
problems at the minute, but I don’t 
think it’s anything drastic,” said Jer¬ 
myn. 

Dillon, part of Richard Hill’s Con¬ 
ference South-winning Eastleigh 
squad of 2013/14, was released by the 
Spitfires that summer and followed 
Jermyn’s predecessor Graham Kemp, 
his former Christchurch boss, to 
Dorchester from Hamworthy United 
in September last year. 


Signings and injury returns 
give Winchester huge boost 



City boss feeling 
confident ahead 
of new campaign 

WINCHESTER City have 
moved outside the immediate 
area to draft fresh goalkeep¬ 
ing talent into the ranks. 

Brendan Norris and Samuel Somer¬ 
ville will be vying for the gloves as 
newly-promoted City bid to make 
their mark again on the Evo-Stik 
Southern One South & West. 

Norris, a 6ft 2in, 19-year-old from 
Basingstoke Town, has impressed in 
pre-season. 

He now has hot competition in the 
shape of Samuel Somerville, signed 
from Ryman League outfit Met Po¬ 
lice. 

Winchester were pointed in Somer¬ 
ville’s direction by their new mid¬ 
fielder George Short. 

Manager Paul Masters explained: 
“George played with Samuel at 
Slough Town the year they got pro¬ 
moted. 

“Between Samuel and Brendon 
we’ve got good competition.” 

City were set to be without four key 
players - Micky Hubbard and Adam 
‘Taz’ Roberts (suspended) and Leigh 
Mills and Danny King (holiday) - for 
today’s Division One South & West 
curtain-raiser at home to Bridgwater 
Town. 

It may not be the ideal way to start 
but, having worked overtime to get 
a squad together following City’s be¬ 
lated promotion as Sydenhams Wes¬ 
sex runners-up, Masters is convinced 
they have sufficient depth to cope 
with such setbacks. 

“Obviously you want the whole 
squad to pick from, but we’ve got 16 
or 17 good players who are much of a 
muchness, so it’s not a massive issue 
(having four out) because we’re quite 
even as a squad,” he said. 

“If we do what we should do in this 
league, we should have no problems. 
It’s all about us. I’m not saying we’ll 
go out and win the league, but I feel 
we will be competitive.” 

City won their final pre-season 


Winchester’s Danny King 

warm-up game 2-0 against Blackfield 
& Langley on Tuesday with newly- 
signed targetman Dan Cann netting 
the second against his old club. 

“Dan’s come in and done really 
well,” said Masters. “He’s worked 
hard, he’s been great with me and 
he’s good around the dressing room. 
If he keeps doing what he’s doing, 
he’s going to be a great acquisition. 


“Everyone knows we played foot¬ 
ball to feet last season, but Dan’s a 
strong lad who allows us to mix it up 
a bit.” 

The return of left-back Danny King 
after a season-long injury is a major 
boost for City, but news is not so good 
of right-back Dan Thompson. 

Alongside King, Thompson was a 
spectator for the whole of the 2014/15 


campaign but, unlike his teammate, 
he has yet to get a clean bill of health. 

“Dan went and played a few games 
for Bemerton, but it looks as if he’s 
got bone damage to his ankle and 
he’s seeing a specialist,” said Mas¬ 
ters. 

“It’s really good to have Kinger 
back. He’s built himself up slowly 
after a long injury” 


Two new 
signings 


WHITCHURCH United have 
welcomed two new signings 
into the fold. 

The north Hampshire club 
have signed David Parry, 
formerly of Overton and 
Newbury Town, and pacy 
ex-Thamesmead Town man 
Sean Ayeomoni. 

Both are new to the Wessex 
Premier and both have 
improved as pre-season 
progressed. 

Manager Carl Bennett said: 
“Dave Parry knew one of our 
committee members and was 
also pointed in our direction 
by (ex-Alresford boss) Danny 
Robinson who was at 
Newbury Town. 

“He lives in Basingstoke 
and we invited him along for 
pre-season. 

“For the first two games I 
wasn’t sure about him, but 
he’s been getting better and 
better and has scored three 
in three games. 

“He had a bit of rustiness 
at first, but you can see he’s a 
quality player.” 

Ayeomoni brought himself 
to Bennett’s attention after 
moving to Andover from north 
London. 

“He’s another good player 
and very quick,” said the 
boss. 

“Sean’s taken a while to 
adapt, but he’s getting used 
to the lads and the way we 
play.” 

Jobhunt 

LYMINGTON Town are in the 
hunt for a physio for the new 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
campaign. 

Secretary Barry Torah is the 
man to contact on 07849 
645234 or at secretary. 
lymingtontownfc@yahoo.com 

New role 

ANDOVER New Street 
are looking to appoint a 
commercial manager. 

Anyone interested or 
seeking more information 
about the role can email the 
Sydenhams One club at 
andovernewstreetfc@hotmail. 
co.uk 
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back says Premier League involvement is ‘crazy’ 


Cherries centre- 

AFC BOURNEMOUTH’S former 
Eastleigh loanee Steve Cook has la¬ 
belled his Premier League involve¬ 
ment as “crazy” and admits his early 
years in professional football were 
plagued with doubt. 

The Hastings-born defender, left, 
who made his full senior debut for 
Brighton as a 17-year-old, admitted a 
plethora of loan moves had him ques¬ 
tioning his future in the game - and 
he even had doubts over his initial 
month-long switch to the Cherries, 


writes Ned Payne. 

After a handful of substitute out¬ 
ings for the Seagulls in the 2008/09 
season, which sandwiched a loan 
spell at Havant & Waterlooville, Cook 
signed a professional deal. 

But he did not feature for Brighton 
again until September 2011 - a 2-1 de¬ 
feat to Liverpool in the League Cup 
which proved his first start and final 
appearance. 

Prior to that the defender had tem¬ 
porary spells in non-league football 


with Eastleigh - for whom he made 
ten appearances in 2009/10 - East¬ 
bourne Borough and Mansfield. 

He signed for the Cherries on loan 
and then permanently and, having 
helped the club to charge from League 
One to the top flight, Cook felt his de¬ 
cision had been vindicated. 

Lifting the lid on his varied career, 
Cook said: “I had a lot of loan moves 
when I was at Brighton and was sign¬ 
ing one-year contracts every summer, 
which was frustrating. 


“I can remember turning out at 
Maidenhead on a Tuesday night and 
thinking: “I’m not sure my career is 
going the way I want it to. 

“I went to Mansfield for three 
months and that was difficult because 
I was only 19 and I wasn’t sure what 
was going to happen. 

“I try to forget those days to be hon¬ 
est as, at the time, I was asking my¬ 
self: ‘Do I want to do this?’ 

“Even when I came to Bournemouth 
I wasn’t sure it would be for me.” 


‘Peter Pan Taffy’ fills the gap 
in Folland Sports’ numbers 



Legend,48,does 
favour and offers 
vast experience 

FOLLAND Sports welcomed 
a surprise ‘new boy’ into 
their team for last Saturday’s 
friendly at Poole Town. 

With newly-appointed head coach 
Kevin Jackson having to piece to¬ 
gether a side at short notice, the Dol¬ 
phins kindly lent them non-League’s 
‘Peter Pan’ Taffy Richardson to pass 
on the benefit of his experience. 

Not surprisingly Follands were 
well beaten 7-0 by a Poole side packed 
with Southern Premier Division reg¬ 
ulars, but it was a useful exercise all 
the same for Jackson’s hastily rebuilt 
Planemakers. 

He said: “The game was all about 
trying to build a tie-up with Poole. 

“There are a few lads down there in 
their under-21s who we will be look¬ 
ing at through the season.” 

It was Poole’s most mature player - 
48-year-old legend Richardson - who 
did Folland’s a big favour on this oc¬ 
casion. 

“We said we needed a bit of experi¬ 
ence so Taffy came into the side and 
played for us,” Jackson explained. 
“When I introduced him to our lads 
I told them to listen and learn from 
what he had to say 

“We went 6-0 down in the first half 
and the second half was 1-0. Poole 
had nearly all their top players, in¬ 
cluding Jamie Gleeson and their new 
lad from Bournemouth (Alan Con¬ 
nell). 

“The crowd were brilliant to us and 
we managed to fulfil the fixture with 
the help of Poole Town.” 

Jackson hasn’t exactly had an easy 
ride since taking over at Follands 
Park in the wake of manager Jay 
Keating’s surprise sacking after just 
three months at the helm. 

His first game in charge, on the 
night Keating bowed out (July 28), 
ended in a 6-0 defeat to Merley Cob- 
ham Sports. 

Jackson, though, hasn’t let the 
grass grow under his feet. 

The spine of his new side contains 


Poole’s Steve ‘Taffy’ Richardson 

ex-Alresford goalkeeper Jar id Hixon, 
who will captain the Planemakers, 
and former Eastleigh and Brocken- 
hurst centre-back Joe Chamberlain 
who will be partnered by ex-AFC 
Bournemouth youngster Owen Bush 
in the heart of defence. 

Jamie Blackburn, once of AFC Tot- 


ton, will fill the right-back berth and 
they have a young left-back in Ryan 
Giles. 

Midfield-wise, Jackson has signed 
another ex-Cherries youngster Ki- 
eron Parrett and welcomed back ex- 
Sholing reserves man Serge Fon. 

Up front the boss believes he has 


an ace up his sleeve in former Ghana 
international Pena, who is just back 
from Portugal. 

Remaining from Keating’s group 
are attacking duo David Jerrard and 
Rodney Gwenzi. 

The livewire Gwenzi is described 
as a “real talented boy” by the boss. 


One in ten 
glory hunt 

NEW research reveals that 
more than one in ten British 
football fans could change 
team allegiance ahead of the 
new Premier League season 
- with fans of Tottenham the 
most likely to make a switch. 

According to the results, 
most of that 11 per cent 
would swap the club they 
support in a bid to avoid 
‘supporting the losing team’. 

The poll, conducted by 
VoucherCodesPro.co.uk, 
researched loyalty to teams 
ahead of the big kick-off with 
a total of 3,124 British adult 
fans taking part, writes Lucy 
Oliver. 

The research revealed that 
Premier League champions 
Chelsea are the team 
supporters are most likely to 
switch their allegiance to. 

Of those potentially 
changing teams, 45 per cent 
said they wanted to ‘avoid 
supporting the losing team’, 
while 39 per cent said they 
wanted to get behind a side 
‘with a chance of winning 
major trophies’. 

A further 12 per cent said 
that they had ‘friends and 
family members who already 
supported the team’. 

The initial 89 per cent who 
said that they would stay 
loyal were asked why they 
would not change teams. 

A 78 per cent majority said 
there was only ‘one team for 
them’; the other 22 per cent 
said their team was ‘their 
local club’. 

Those prepared to switch 
allegiance were asked which 
team they would now be most 
likely to support. 

Chelsea came top with 16 
per cent, Liverpool polled 13 
per cent, Swansea City 11 per 
cent, Manchester United 
seven per cent and Arsenal 
four per cent. 

The survey also aimed to 
find the club with the highest 
proportion of fickle fans. 

Tottenham seemingly had 
the most with 21 per cent, 
followed by Norwich City 16 
per cent, Manchester City 12 
per cent, Stoke City eight per 
cent before Everton on three. 

George Charles of 
VoucherCodesPro.co.uk said: 
“I can’t believe how many 
fans would consider 
switching. A football team is 
for life.” 
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STEPHAN SHOES 

Sandpiper fitting centre 
184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ 

Tel: 02380 554437 




OWTON'S 


Barbecue 
Busters are 
Back at 
Qhalcroft 
farm. 


> * -i 


Burnetts Lane, West End, 
Southampton SO30 2HU. 

www, owtons.com 
shop@owtons.co.uk 


»chakioftfarm 


• 2kg Spicy chicken wings 

• 1.36kg chicken drumsticks b thighs 

• 15kg Chinese pork ribs 
•2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz steak burgers! 


• 1kg Sirloin steaks 

• 1.36 chickens drumsticks b Thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x4oz steak burgers! 


• 2 2kg pork sausages 

• 1kg sirloin steaks 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2kg chicken drumsticks b Thighs 

• 1 kg Minted lamb chops 

• 2kg spicy chicken wings 
FREE 48 x 4oz steaks burgers 


ORDER NOW! 

Tel: 023 8060 1154 


A World Furniture 

SOLID WOOD SUPERSTORES 


TABLE/CHAIR & BED/ 
MATTRESS SALE SETS 


□PEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


TO% 


F 


TABLE/CHAIR & BED/ 
MATTRESS SALE SETS 


Walden Oak 
3 Drawer Bedside 

was £77 



BLANDFDRD DTI 1 7TA 

(Holland Way) 

PDDLE BH17QUF 

(nr ToysRus) 

SALISBURY 
(nr Tesco/behind Halfords) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
(opp Peter Green, Chandlers Ford) 



Walden Oak 
Nest of Tables 

was £Tt6 


(*) 0800 1223334 

www.aworldoffurniture.co.uk 


Home Choose Carpets 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


Coliseum 

COACHES 


Quality coach 
trips have arrived. 


GREAT DAYS OUT 




(Find us on 

iFacebookl 


an ALADDIN'S CAVE of INSTRUMENTS - NOW OPEN IN SOUTHAMPTON! 

Guitars, Banjos, Mandolins, Ukes, Harps, Fiddles, Autoharps, Dulcimers, Concertinas & 
Accordions, Woodwind & Brass, Huge whistle selection. Drums, Cajons, Bodhrans, Djemhes, 
Shakers & much more, Keyboards, Amps, Accessories & Books for all instruments. 

southampton@hobgoblin.co.uk | 20 East St, S014 3HG | 023 8023 1099 


Expert staff are 
always on hand 
to give you free, 
friendly advice. 


www.hobgoblin.com 
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BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 

YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional 
carpet fitting methods, customers 
just like you, are now choosing the 
smart way to have new carpets. 
Never again will you need to empty your 
room of furniture, and take up your old 
carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, 
if you're paying for a job to be done, you 
shouldn't be expected to do more than half 
the work yourself. It would be like eating at 
a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and 
then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only 
removes and repositions your furniture, 
but will also uplift and take away your old 
floor coverings, secure any loose or squeaky 
floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and will 
also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, 
and then vacuum, bag up, and remove 
all rubbish and off cuts. Leaving you with 


nothing to do but put back your ornaments 
and photographs and then enjoy your carpet 
for years to come. 

A note from a customer 
Thank you most sincerely for all the work you 
carried out to a most satisfactory finish, we 
are delighted with the overall conclusion of all 
rooms completed. Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, email or a good old 
fashioned letter is all that it takes, to arrange 
a free home visit for you to choose from 
over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever 
carpet you need for your home they have 
a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally 
rid yourself of your old carpets that you've 
been thinking of changing for years and 
do it the stress-less way, and for the same 
price as fitting in an empty room. With a 
unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 

12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton SOI6 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, 
with over 400 feedbacks 


Checkatrade.com 


Where reputation matten 






See them play twice before the end of September 

The home of the Premier League 

Upgrade to Sky Sports at sky.com/skysports 


SPORTS 


#PLmoments 
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T-LINE 590, 

4 Berths, 

4 Belted Seats, 
Elevating Bed. 


AUTO ROLLER 695P, 
New for 2015! 

4 Berths, 

4 Belted Seats, 
Island Bed. 


T-LINE 740, 
New for 2015! 

5 Berths, 

5 Belted Seats, 
En-Suite 
Rear Double. 


AUTO ROLLER 746, 
6 Berth, 
Spacious 
6ft Lounge. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


For a Personal home visit please call 

02380 555888 

Many more models in our showroom 

502 Portswood Road, Southampton S017 3SP 

www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 


Re-upholstery Specialists '™ ,! Comfort is our Business 


Which?; 

hLn1(dtr«hf / 


"IP 

MEMBER 




IS YOUR EASY CHAIR 

- REALLY THAT EASY? 


* 


Solent Motor Homes Ltd, 5 Upton Road, 
Dorset BH17 7AA 
t: 01202 801705 
info@solentmotorhomes.co.uk 

www.solentmotorhomes.co.uk 


Main authorised agents for 




T-LINE 590: Winner of the 
CARAVAN CLUB DESIGN AWARD 2015!’ 


HEATWAVE 
SALE 
10% OFF 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 

YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


Do you find it difficult to get in and out of your chair? 

We provide the very latest in Rise & Recline chairs made to measure in your 

choice of fabric or leather. Our range includes the brand new 'Hampton' with reading light and 

fold-away table to make things easier for you. High Seat chairs are also available to suit your needs. 

Top quality adjustable beds now in stock, 14 day 
delivery service available. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


on selected used & 
ALL new motorhomes! 
*Sale ends 31st August 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 400 feedbacks Checkatrade.com 

^ WnVftffC • • 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 



















































Now's the time to drive home an icon. 

Get £2,000 towards your deposit with Solutions PCP.* 

Only at The Golf Event, 31st July - 16th August. 



Das Auto, 


Representative 

6.6% APR 


£2,000 deposit contribution only available on Golf S, Match, BlueMotion, GT, R-Line, GTI, and e-Golf models. *At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the 
vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. Available on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. Excess mileage charges up to 7.2p per mile. 18s and over. Subject to availability. 

Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Offer available during the event, ordered between 31st July - 16th August and delivered by 30th September, only at participating Retailers. Offers are not available in conjunction 


with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost Volkswagen Finance. Standard EU Test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Official fuel consumption in mpg 

(Ntres/iookm) for the Golf range: urban 30.1 (9.4) - n/a (0.0); extra urban 47.9 (5.9) - n/a (0.0); combined 39.8 (7.1) - n/a (0.0). Combined CO 2 emissions 165 - O.Og/km. Model shown £21,495 RRP. 



Sensational, never-to-be-repeated low price deals. Save £££s. 




fast routes to Guernsey 


SAIL with YOUR CAI 

FAST FERRY FROM POOLE | 

OR TRADITIONAL FERRY 
FROM PORTSMOUTH _ 

Island Getaways invites you to the warmest part of Britain, the 
Channel Islands. There's a very french feel to Guernsey and the 
picturesque islands that surround it. The locals speak english, 
and the currency is pounds sterling. And a real bonus, it's just 
three hours by FAST FERRY from POOLE or a 60 minute flight 
from GATWICK, SOUTHAMPTON and BRISTOL. 


Away from the three hotels we have selected, there 
is so much to see in Guernsey... from unspoilt beaches 
and sheltered coves to dramatic cliff walks and quiet 
rural lanes. Nestling against the hill side, St Peter Port is 
a charming capital with many fascinating shops, stores, 
boutiques and cafes. 

LOTS TO DO. LOTS TO SEE. 

The rich French heritage is clearly evident from it's 
architecture and place names to the fine Gallic cuisine. 
But Guernsey is more than just one island and island 


hopping is one of the main attractions of any break. 

Take the short ferry trip to the tiny paradise island of 
Herm. Relaxing on the fine white sands of Shell Beach 
you could be forgiven for thinking you were holidaying 
in the Caribbean. Step back in time on the island of 
Sark, the last feudal state in Europe. Transport is by 
horse and cart, bicycle or on foot. 

No cars, no stress... it's the _ _ _ 

perfect place to escape from ASAcA 1ACil 
the 21st century. eet 


★Inclusive* 

PACKAGE 

Return Fares 

— PLUS— 

TAKE YOUR CAR 

— PLUS— 

EXCELLENT HOTEL 

—PIUS— 

FULL ENGUSH BREAKFAST 


‘FLYING START 
No extra to fly 
fromGatwick. 

Add £60 for! 

Add £20 for Bri 


L'Eree Bay Beach Hotel 

Popular Hotel by the sea. Ideal for 
exploring. Bistro & Bar. Owner is 
chef. En suite rooms. B/B included. 


Hotel Hougue du Pommier La Trelade Hotel 

Superb country house hotel, in eight Lovely hotel close to south coast 
acres. Close to sandy beaches. Great cliffs and scenic bays. Great food, 
food. En suite rooms. B/B included. En-suite rooms. B/B included. 


ERIE OAR PURE if you fly (from 
FREE bHn ill airport 1st two nights) 


FREE CAR HIRE airport 1st too nights) 


FREE CAR HIRE 


St Pierre Park Hotel 

Set in 45 acres. Possibly Guernsey’s 
best spa/resort. Great food. Great 
service. En-suite rooms. B/B included. 

FREE CAR HIRE airport 1st too nights) 


2nts 3nts 4nts 7nts | Departures 2nts 3nts 4nts 7nts| Departures 2nts 3nts 4nts 7nts| Departures 2nts 3nts 4nts 7nts 

.m,£199£239£279 £399 


HALF BOARD Mniy£12 1 HALF BOARD now only £17 


HALFBOARD nowmQO 


getaways Booking Hotline... 01983 721111 

Booh now • don’t delay! islandgetaways.co.uk 

All prices per person based on 2 sharing. Telephone Booking Fee £12 per person. ATOL/TOPP FEE £2.50 per person. Br 
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OPEN 

TO TRADE & PUBLIC 


The Plumbing shop 

CALL SALES 023 80 382 840 



COMPLETE BATHROOM 
SUITES FROM ONLY— 
£250 ] 



Great Discount on a wide Range of Bathroom products 


\ 


* 


r 

\i * 
r nr 



ShowerBaths c/w panel 
Shower Screen £220.0 


Mono Basin Mixer 
£11.99 


Free Local 
DELIVERY 



VISIT OUR SOUTHAMPTON SHOWROOM 
TODAY WITH OVER 70 BATHROOM DISPLAYS 






DRIVERS WHARF BUSINESS PARK NORTHAM ROAD SOUTHAMPTON SOM 0PF 
FREE PARKING EXPERT STAFF FRIENDLY SERVICE GREAT PRICES 


ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 


/ 


/ 


www.theplumbingshopltd.co.uk 
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AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND 


This nostalgic 1950s-themed 'weekend 
from 28 — 30 August is the ultimate family 
day out with a spectacular firework 
display after racing on the Friday. 




Adult tickets from £10 with free child admission 


For tickets or hospitality call 01243 216610 or visit 

www.goodwood.com/augustbh 
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Harding to rekindle love of football 



Ex-Saint Dan Harding 


EX-SAINT Dan Harding has opened his 
heart about his decision to retire from 
professional football at the age of 31 
and join Eastleigh’s quest for Vanarama 
National League promotion. 

Harding, who was expected to make 
his league debut for the Spitfires at 
Southport today, has over 350 Football 
League appearances to his credit with 
Brighton, Leeds, Ipswich, Southend, 
Reading and Southampton on his 
impressive CV. 

He ended last season on loan at 
Millwall from Nottingham Forest before 
becoming a free agent this summer. 

Portsmouth were one of several 
Football League clubs to come in for 
him, but Harding is still a Saints fan and 
said: “I just couldn’t bring myself to do 
it.” 

The left-back, who lives in the 
Chandler’s Ford area, openly admits 
that some aspects of football have 
“grated” on him over time and he is 
looking forward to getting the 
enjoyment factor back with Eastleigh. 

He describes the Spitfires as 
“fantastic club that is run properly from 
top to bottom” and says the honesty of 
chairman Stewart Donald and manager 
Richard Hill is “worth its weight in gold.” 

In a frank interview released by the 
club, Harding, who has signed a two- 
year deal with the Stoneham Lane club, 
said: “At the end of last season if you 
would have asked me, I would never 
have thought I would be retiring from full 
professional football at age 31. 

“Early on I had a few offers from 


different clubs, one being Portsmouth. 
Don’t get me wrong, Portsmouth is a big 
club and I would imagine they are going 
to do very well this season, but I just 
couldn’t bring myself to do it. 

“I had the best three years of my life 
at Saints and I still consider myself a 
fan. It would not have felt right for me to 
sign for them. 

“Richard (Hill, Eastleigh boss) said he 
was happy for me to come and train with 
him and the lads until I found the right 
club for me. 

“If I am honest I never expected to 
enjoy it as much as I did. 

“The facilities are very good and all 
the staff, manager and players were 
amazing and made me feel very 
welcome. 

“During this time I was approached by 
four Championship managers. 

“On more than one occasion I had 
talked for great lengths of time with 
these managers about signing, been 
ready to go and sign for them only for 
them to disappear off the radar and 
never answer a call again. 

“There is no honesty or respect in 
football and that’s something that grates 
on you over time. 

“I guess as the summer went on I 
started to realise what I already knew 
deep down that I wasn’t happy anymore. 

“I just wanted to play and enjoy it and 
I hadn’t done that for a good few years. 

“I want a manager to decide if I am 
good enough. The one who watches me 
train week in week out not a chairman. 

“I had some more offers from League 


One clubs and I am sure some people 
will think I am crazy not staying in the 
leagues as long as possible and it 
wasn’t a decision I took lightly. 

“But the truth is I have a young family 
who have supported me and followed 
me around the country for the last ten 
years and this year we have had to deal 
with an incredibly tough time after being 
told one of our twin girls wouldn’t make 
it to birth. 

“Unfortunately she passed away when 
my wife was 26 weeks pregnant and we 
are waiting for both our girls to be born 
in the next four weeks. 

“It makes you reflect even more on 
what’s important. And if I was asking 
everyone to move five hours from home 
it would need to be for my love of 
football and not money and 
unfortunately that has been drained out 
of me. 

“Again it didn’t seem right. I will never 
forget the career I have had and I am 
really proud of it. 

“My memories of two promotions with 
Southampton were the stuff dreams are 
made of. 

“Not only for the whole experience 
but the squad of players we had over 
those years. 

“As a player you couldn’t have asked 
for more and I am still close with lots of 
them now. 

“Although I consider myself retiring 
from league football that doesn’t mean I 
am not fully committed to Eastleigh. 

“I will continue to give them 100% 
week in week out.” 


Agents of torment 



Eastleigh boss Richard Hill 


EASTLEIGH boss Richard Hill 
is counting the days until the 
transfer window closes after 
admitting players’ agents 
have driven him to distrac¬ 
tion this summer. 

The National League season 
kicked off today, but clubs have an¬ 
other three weeks or so of wheeler¬ 
dealing before the Tuesday, Septem¬ 
ber 1 deadline day, writes Wendy Gee. 

That date can’t come soon enough 
for Hill who is sick of agents trying 
to take him for a fool while pricing 
players out of the market. 

“At times agents have made my job 
untenable,” he confessed. 

“Whether it’s because they think 
Richard Hill is naive, I don’t know, 
but some of the money they’ve been 
asking for is nothing short of scan¬ 
dalous. 

“It’s greed after greed. 

“I was having my normal weekly 
chat with Darrell Clarke (the Bris¬ 
tol Rovers boss) who said he’d had 
one particular player’s agent on the 
phone. 

“Two days earlier that agent had 
phoned me and asked for £300 more 
a week for that player than Clarkey!” 

When Hill refused to haggle with 
one agent over a player he was told 
he didn’t understand the football 
business. 

And on another occasion Eastleigh 
were played off in a three-way game 
of bluff involving two League Two 
sides. 

Told the other clubs had offered 
£500 a week more than the Spitfires 
would entertain for a certain mid¬ 
fielder, Hill made his own enquir¬ 


ies and discovered to his shock that 
the agent had tried to dupe all three 
clubs into believing the other two 
had offered more. 

With his game rumbled, the agent 
came back to Eastleigh with a lower 
price but, by then, Hill had done a 
smart bit of business, signing Andy 
Drury from Luton Town. 

Not only does Hill feel such un¬ 
scrupulous behaviour is disrespect¬ 
ful to clubs, it leaves players in the 
lurch too. 

“Some players have only them¬ 
selves to blame because the first 
thing they’ll say to you is ‘speak to 


my agent,”’ he said. 

“But some, through no fault of 
their own, find themselves with no 
work coming into the new season 
and that’s because their agents have 
priced them out of the market.” 

Even when Hill was relaxing on 
holiday he had one persistent agent 
pushing for an answer. 

“I’d ignored a couple of texts and 
was sat having breakfast on the ho¬ 
tel veranda when another one came 
through asking if I’d had a chance to 
look at this player,” he said. 

“I sent back a photo of the beach 
and said: ‘This is all I’m looking at 


for the minute.” I’ve not heard from 
him since!” 

One or two agents have gone about 
their business the right way with 
Eastleigh - most notably those han¬ 
dling the summer signings of Josh 
Payne and Ross Lafayette. 

But, on the whole, the Spitfires 
boss is sick to the back teeth of deal¬ 
ing with them. 

“Personally I can’t wait for the 
transfer window to close,” he said. 

“The agents have been real hard 
work. 

“I’ve found it soul-destroying at 
times” 


Saturday, August 8,2015 


RESULTS 


PREMIER 

LEAGUE 

Man Utd 1 Tottenham 0 
Bournemouth 0 Aston Villa 1 
Everton 2 Watford 2 
Leicester 4 Sunderland 2 
Norwich 1 Crystal Palace 3 

SKY BET 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Cardiff 1 Fulham 1 
Leeds 1 Burnley 1 
Birmingham 2 Reading 1 
Blackburn 1 Wolves 2 
Bolton 0 Derby 0 
Brentford 2 Ipswich 2 
Charlton 2 QPR 0 
Hull 2 Huddersfield 0 
Rotherham 1 MK Dons 4 
Sheff Wed 2 Bristol City 0 

SKY BET LEAGUE 
ONE 

Chesterfield 3 Barnsley 1 
Colchester 2 Blackpool 2 
Coventry 2 Wigan 0 
Crewe 0 Port Vale 0 
Doncaster 1 Bury 1 
Fleetwood 1 Southend 1 
Gillingham 4 Sheff Utd 4 
Rochdale 2 Peterborough 0 
Shrewsbury 1 Millwall 2 
Swindon 4 Bradford 1 
Walsall 1 Oldham 1 

SKY BET LEAGUE 
TWO 

Accrington 1 Luton 1 
Wimbledon 0 Plymouth 2 
Bristol Rovers 0 Northampton 1 
Cambridge 3 Newport 0 
Exeter 3 Yeovil 2 
Hartlepool 2 Morecambe 0 
Leyton Orient 2 Barnet 0 
Mansfield 1 Carlisle 1 
Oxford Utd 1 Crawley 1 
Portsmouth 3 Dag & Red 0 
Stevenage 0 Notts County 2 
Wycombe 3 York 0 

VANARAMA 

NATIONAL 

LEAGUE 

Aldershot 1 Gateshead 2 
Altrincham 0 Forest Green 1 
Barrow 2 Dover 1 
Boreham Wood 3 Halifax 1 
Bromley 3 Wrexham 1 
Chester 1 Braintree 0 
Kidderminster 2 Grimsby 2 
Lincoln City 1 Cheltenham 1 
Southport 0 Eastleigh 4 
Torqwuay 1 Macclesfield 0 
Tranmere 1 Woking 0 
Welling 1 Guiseley 0 

VANARAMA 
NATIONAL 
LEAGUE SOUTH 

Bath City 2-1 Wealdstone 
Bishop’s Stortford 3-0 Havant 
Concord Rangers 4-1 Weston- 
Super-Mare 

Eastbourne 1-2 Maidenhead 
Ebbsfleet 1-0 Basingstoke 
Gosport 0-0 St Albans 
Hayes & Yeading 3-4 
Whitehawk 

Hemel Hempstead 1-0 Dartford 
Margate 1-1 Truro City 
Oxford City 2-2 Chelmsford 
Sutton 0-2 Maidstone 
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